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Six trials with 3 samples for each of external quality assessment for general chemistry and
blood gas were performed in 2006. All the control materials were sent in specifically-made boxes
at the same time. The response rates were 90.7% in general chemistry and 88.7% in blood gas.
The items included sodium, potassium, chloride, BUN, glucose, calcium, phosphorus, uric acid,
creatinine, bilirubin, total protein, albumin, total cholesterol, triglyceride, AST, ALT, ALP, LD and
GGT in general chemistry and pH, pCO. and pO: in blood gas.

Compared with the previous year(2004 or 2005), the methods of analysis are changed and the
coefficient of variation and VIS scores of general chemistry items are slightly increased.
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Table 1. Chemistry control materials distributed and QC schedule in 2006
Sample No. Product name Maker Lot No. Test date Resp. rate(%)
CC-06-01 Lyphochek L1 BioRad 14131 06-03-20 587/638(92.0)
CC-06-02 Lyphochek L2 BioRad 15182 06-03-20 587/638(82.0)
CC-06-08 Precision CT L3 Randox 187UE/2 06-03-20 586/638(91.8)
CC-06-04 Lyphochek L1 BioRad 156201 06-05-01 590/661(89.3)
CC-06-05 Lyphochek L2 BioRad 156202 06-05-01 590/661(89.3)
CC-06-06 H-Control L2 Randox 3TTUN 06-05-01 590/661(89.3)
CC-06-07 Lyphochek L2 BioRad 15162 06-07-24 620/679(91.3)
CC-06-08 Precision CT L2 Randox 360UN/1 06-07-24 21/679(91.5)
CC-06-09 Precision CT L3 Randox 226UE/4 06-07-24 21/679(91.5)
CC-06-10 Lyphochek L1 BioRad 15161 06-09-04 618/686(90.1)
CC-06-11 Precision CT L2 Randox 374UN/3 06-09-04 618/686(90.1)
CC-06-12 H-Control L3 Randox 286UE 06-09-04 618/686(90.1)
CG-06-01 Stat Profile L1 Nova 510244 06-06-12 322/353(91.2)
CG-06-02 Liquichek L2 BioRad 21142 06-06-12 324/353(91.8)
CG-06-03 Liquichek L3 BioRad 21143 06-06-12 320/353(90.7)
CG-06-04 Liquichek L1 BioRad 21141 06-10-16 309/361(85.6)
CG-06-05 Stat Profile L2 Nova 510245 06-10-16 313/361(86.7)
CG-06-06 Stat Profile L3 Nova 510246 06-10-16 312/361(86.4)
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Table 2. Number of responded laboratories according to each item in 2006
ltem\Sample No. 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12
Sodium 416 415 415 410 410 410 443 444 444 444 443 443
Potassium 415 415 414 410 410 410 443 444 444 444 443 443
Chloride 403 403 403 399 399 400 431 432 432 434 433 433
BUN 574 574 573 574 573 573 613 614 613 610 610 610
Glucose 562 561 559 560 560 560 599 601 601 597 597 596
T.calcium 376 376 375 366 366 366 394 395 395 402 402 401
Phosphorus 351 357 357 343 343 343 369 370 370 380 378 379
Uric Acid 544 544 543 540 540 541 574 576 576 587 587 581
Creatinine 565 565 564 564 564 564 600 601 601 598 598 597
T.bilirubin 562 562 561 562 562 562 599 600 599 598 598 598
T.protein 570 570 569 570 570 570 608 609 609 604 604 604
Albumin 572 572 571 571 571 571 611 612 612 607 607 607
T.cholesterol 576 576 575 578 578 578 617 618 618 614 614 614
Triglycerides 544 545 544 547 547 547 574 585 585 586 586 586
AST 587 587 586 590 590 590 629 630 630 627 627 627
ALT 587 587 586 590 590 590 629 630 630 627 627 627
ALP 553 553 552 557 557 551 589 590 589 588 588 588
LD 498 498 497 500 500 500 527 528 528 533 532 532
GGT 562 562 560 564 564 562 602 603 603 603 603 603
PCO» 322 324 320 309 313 312 - - - - - -
PH 322 324 320 309 313 312 - - - - - -
PO2 322 324 319 309 313 312 - - - - - -
Table 3. Number of reporting times in clinical chemistry in 2006
‘ General chemistry Blood gas
Report times
Lab. Rate(%) Lab. Rate(%)
0 69 10.1 33 9.1
1 18 2.7 19 5.3
2 33 4.9 309 85.6
3 61 9.0
4 498 73.3
Sum 679 100.0 361 100.0
Table 4. Number of laboratories responding to more than one trial in 2006
ltem No. ltem No. ltem No.
Sodium 454 Potassium 454 Chloride 441
BUN 596 Glucose 588 Calcium 409
Phosphorus 384 Uric Acid 565 Creatinine 587
Bilirubin 586 Protein 596 Albumin 596
Cholesterol 598 Triglyceride 568 AST 610
ALT 610 ALP 575 LD 523
GGT 584 Gas 328
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Table 5. Changes of analytical methods in clinical chemistry (%)

Analytical method 2005 2006 Analytical method 2005 2006
Sodium/Potassium T. protein

Flame photometry 0.68 0.24 Biuret 99.62 99.11
ISE indirect 45.36 45,53 Refractometry 0.00 0.00
ISE direct 53.36 51.78 Others 0.38 0.89
Colorimetry 0.00 0.00 Albumin

Other 0.75 2.45 Dye binding-BCG 97.32 96.69
Chloride Dye binding-BCP 2.87 2.54
Coul. ~Amperometry 0.26 0.06 Others 0.19 0.76
ISE indirect 45.10 45.70 T. cholesterol

ISE direct 53.63 51.68 Enzymatic 99.43 99.04
Shales-Shales 0.00 0.00 02 comsum 0.00 0.00
Merc. Ferricthiocyanate 0.26 0.06 Lieverman Burchard 0.00 0.00
Others 1.03 2.50 Others 0.57 0.96
BUN Triglucerides

Urease with GLD 93.36 93.76 Lp, GK, PK, LD-NADH 0.00 0.04
Urease-indophenol 5.69 1.77 Lp, GK, GPD, Diaph-colo. 2.19 1.37
Conductivity rate 0.13 0.38 Lp, GDH, Diaph, fluor. 0.00 0.00
o-phthaldehyde 0.00 0.00 Lp, GK, GPO, POD-glyc. 38.76 34.66
Others 0.57 1.39 Lp, GK, GPO, POD+glyc. 47 .91 26.13
Glucose Others 0.60 1.28
GOD, POD, colorimetry 22.20 22.54 AST

GOD, POD, fluorometry 0.00 0.00 UV +P5P 4.06 3.66
GOD-0, consumption 0.20 0.48 uv -PspP 93.12 91.95
Hexokinase, G6PD, UV 75.83 74.31 Enzymatic, cloltimetry 1.67 2.63
Hexokinase, G6PD, color 0.00 0.09 NADH depletion 0.93 0.45
Glucose dehydrogenase 2.36 1.68 Others 0.56 1.19
Others 0.00 0.99 ALT

Calcium uv +P5P 4.28 3.66
OCPC 95.81 85.28 uv -PspP 93.12 91.95
Arsenazo Il dye 10.08 Enzymatic, cloltimetry 1.67 2.63
ISE 2.79 1.95 NADH depletion 0.93 0.45
Others 0.00 1.82 Others 0.56 1.19
Phosphorus ALP

Phosphomolyb/rebn 32.45 32.42 P-NPP, DEA(GSCC) 39.69 36.18
Phosphomolybdate-UV 67.85 65.62 P-NPP, AMP(IFCC) 45.19 45.62
Enzymatic method 0.00 0.00 P-NPP, EAE 15.52 16.44
Others 0.59 1.69 Others 1.57 1.49
Uric acid LD

Phosphortungstate 0.00 0.00 Lactate to pyruvate 30.50 28.07
Uricase, colorimetry 98.79 97.77 Pyruvate to lactate 68.41 67.39
Oxygen rate 0.81 0.62 Dty chemistry 1.63 2.77
Others 0.61 1.43 Others 0.65 1.57
Creatinine GGT

Jaffe, endpoint, -abs 7.98 5.08 IFCC (carb. GGPNA) 81.36 79.63
Jaffe, endpoint, +abs 0.93 0.34 37C Szasz(GGPNA) 13.98 13.65
Jaffe, kinetic 84.53 85.30 Dry chemistry 2.14 2.75
DNBA derivatives 0.00 0.00 Others 3.88 3.98
Others 0.19 0.60

Bilirubin

Evelyn-Malloy +blank 16.34 14.75

Jendrassik-Grof +blank 4.67 3.96

Evelyn-Malloy -blank 6.42 6.89

Jendrassik-Grof-blank 10.70 6.89

Bilirubin oxidase 13.62 11.81

Vanadate oxidation 21.97

Others 1.95 2.93




6 alely| - st 2

Table 6-1. Mean coefficient of variation (%) of each item in each trial (2006)

ltem/Trial CO1 coz CO3 C04 CO5 CO6 CO7 CO8 CO9 C10
Sodium .63 208 189 162 179 169 176 147 165 1.92
Potassium 3.13 247 390 280 266 272 283 222 388 3.03
Chloride 3.88 433 263 297 412 274 431 227 228 436
BUN 6.26 538 633 694 560 709 512 593 447 520
Glucose 462 433 532 497 461 413 367 397 378 454
T.calcium 411 425 393 6.94 446 693 399 38 6.64 4.13

Phosphorus 532 373 433 6.98 433 6.29 462 477 432 544

Uric Acid 503 452 437 1679 431 455 380 389 367 425
Creatinine 1179 798 6.56 16.81 942 966 783 922 6.27 12,75
T.bilirubin 13.90 873 911 18756 869 11.92 892 1045 846 13.11
T.protein 3.02 356 329 350 364 341 327 294 319 311
Albumin 405 444 5560 402 499 511 406 434 398 456
T.cholest. 3.80 471 408 38 7.75 445 435 340 400 3.59
Triglyceride 6.43 7.34 61.37 576 598 20.15 6.17 22.85 064.84 534
AST 757 b22 569 794 575 1080 458 962 581 6.56
ALT 722 543 541 840 5635 1122 513 911 500 834
ALP 32,62 2403 25.34 38.14 2452 27.04 2543 28.72 25.77 33.49
LD 30.46 31.97 30.30 30.20 31.40 30.17 31.31 29.96 29.88 29.37

GGT 836 836 9.07 1134 830 9.04 800 872 857 893
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Table 6-2. Peer group coefficient of variation (%) of each item in each trial (2006)

ltem/Trial CO1 coz CO3 C04 CO5 CO6 GO/ CO8 CO9 C10  CN C12  Mean
Sodium 1.0 196 1./8 160 170 155 171 143 155 176 149 1.61 1.64
Potassium 2.7/6 230 325 2565 254 2562 248 208 323 264 329 263 269
Chloride 346 3./8 210 3.0/ 360 233 382 207 20 425 227 206 291
BUN 6.16 502 6.18 6.74 515 ©6.74 466 561 419 503 496 468 542
Glucose 445 422 493 476 457 412 366 383 373 429 441 388 428
T.calcium 438 403 373 6.156 392 639 323 3338 415 452 351 353 427

Phosphorus 519 381 406 613 428 560 424 435 386 509 395 375 451
Uric Acid 508 442 429 10.00 4.16 453 372 38 364 426 392 383 4.63
Creatinine 11.07 797 6.82 1432 939 939 7565 905 6.02 11.80 683 5589 877

T.bilirubin 997 v55 796 1227 722 879 646 770 708 986 827 727 8.41
T.protein 3.06 360 330 350 369 343 326 293 318 3.09 269 315 324
Albumin 3.93 440 538 397 496 501 408 422 390 425 360 444 436
T.cholest. 3.84 466 410 38 7./0 447 431 342 400 359 4256 3.68 431

Triglyceride 540 6.81 12566 518 551 725 b62 6.8 1575 470 1071 16.77 8.59

AST 6.97 520 547 725 567 902 4566 801 53 613 787 542 6.41
ALT 718 533 544 7563 522 962 506 850 492 682 796 557 6.60
ALP 14.09 14.10 13.57 17.58 13.80 13.44 1258 11.37 11.39 14.31 12.21 12.27 13.38
LD 714 841 846 953 8563 797 815 754 775 757 818 7.95 8.09

GGT 792 797 826 1000 7767 825 744 801 751 774 817 770 8.05
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Table 6-3. Coefficient of variation in each items by test principle (%, 2006)

Test/Principle MCV PCV Test/Principle MCV PCV
Sodium

Flame photometry 1.75 2.16 ISE, diluted (indirect) 1.74 1.41
ISE, undiluted (direct) 4 1.85 Other methods 1.73 1.46
Potassium

Flame photometry 2.95 0.00 ISE, diluted (indirect) 3.14 1.93
ISE, undiluted (direct) 3.14 3.39 Other methods 3.17 2.15
Chloride

ISE, dilyuted (indirect) 3.20 2.03 ISE, undiluted (direct) 3.20 3.67
Other methods 3.15 3.62

BUN

Urease with GLDH 5.70 5.48 Urease-Indophenol 5.74 2.78
Urease quinolinium dye 5.56 3.96 Other methods 5.76 7.46
Glucose

GOD, POD, dye(colorimetry) 4.34 4.53 Glucose dehydrogenase 4.36 3.17
HK, G6PD, UV 4.34 417

Total Calcium

Alizarin 4.80 522 Arsenazo Il dye 4.64 6.57
Cresolphthalein complexone 4.71 4.02 ISE, diluted (indirect) 4.70 5.08
Phosphorus

Phosphomolybdate, Reduction, Indirect 4.83 4.43 Phosphomolybdate, UV, Direct 4.85 4.55
Uric acid

Oxygen rate method 5.44 5.39 Uricase 5.20 4.60
Other methods 519 6.93

Creatinine

Jaffe, endpoint, - absorbant 9.21 11.68 Jaffe, endpoint, + absorbant 9.29 17.19
Jaffe, kinetic 9.24 8.89

Total Bilirubin

Evelyn-Malloy +serum blank(Azo) 10.92 10.13 Jendrassik-Grof+serum blank(Alk.Azo) 10.88 8.71
Evelyn-Malloy -serum blank(Azo) 10.92 8.15 Jendrassik-Grof +serum blank(Alk.Azo) 10.89 9.05
Bilirubin oxidase 10.95 7.64

Total Protein

Biuret method 3.22 3.21 Other methods 3.20 5.99
Albumin

Dye Binding-BCG 4.483 4.36 Dye Binding-BCP 4.42 3.75
Total Cholesterol

Enzymatic 4.32 4.29 Other methods 4.29 7.28
Triglycerides

Lipase, GK, PK, LD-NADH consump 10.68 0.00 Lipase, GK, GPD, Diaph-Formazan clolr 26.85 4.08
Lipase, GK, GPO, POD-Glycerol blank 27.36 28.01 Lipase, GK, GPO, POD+Glycerol blank 27.03 10.483
AST

uv, - P-5-P 7.13 6.32 uv, + P-5-P 7.12 8.60
Enzymatic, colorimetric 7.13 6.70 NADH depletion 7.31 7.21
Other methods 7.21 6.65

ALT

uv, - P-5-P 7.18 6.52 uv, + P-5-P 7.7 8.60
Enzymatic, colorimetric 7.19 6.70 NADH depletion 7.08 6.50
Other methods 7.29 7.20

ALP

P-NPP, DEA (GSCC, Bassey-Lowry) 28.30 10.77 P-NPP, AMP (IFCC, BOWER-McComb) 28.28 14.94
P-NPP, EAE 28.24 13.80 4-aminoantipyrine 28.69 11.22
LD

LD, lactate to pyruvate 30.35 10.78 LD, pyruvate to lactate 30.36 6.68
Colorimetry, Dry chemistry 30.26 5.50 Other methods 30.30 24.30
GGT

Szas-z (GGPNA), incl. modified 8.87 9.20 IFCC (carboxylated-GGPNA) 8.86 7.97
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Table 7. Annual changes of CV of each item (%)

ltem Cccv 1986 1992 *2003 *2004 *2006
Sodium 1.6 2.3 2.7 1.90 1.77 1.64
Potassium 2.9 3.2 3.2 4.08 3.18 2.69
Chloride 2.2 3.7 3.9 2.58 2.86 2.91
BUN 5.7 6.8 8.6 5.30 4.92 5.42
Glucose 7.7 57 5.3 3.75 3.67 4.23
T.calcium 4.0 9.0 6.3 3.84 3.70 4.27
Phosphorus 7.8 8.8 7.2 4.43 5.23 4.51
Uricacid 7.7 8.0 9.1 4.20 3.96 4.63
Creatinine 8.9 9.3 1.7 8.07 8.72 8.77
T.bilirubin 19.2 16.5 14.8 9.41 9.67 8.41
T.protein 3.9 3.2 4.2 3.16 3.10 3.24
Albumin 7.5 6.3 6.8 3.95 3.91 4.36
T.cholesterol 17.6 7.5 6.4 3.72 3.51 4.31
Triglyceride 1.2 11.2 8.8 7.90 6.92 8.59
AST 12.5 16.0 15.0 6.31 5.77 6.41
ALT 12.5 21.7 16.0 7.10 6.87 6.60
ALP 17.5 - 29.7 12.08 10.41 13.38
LD 25.0 - 32.4 7.47 6.75 8.09
GGT 14.0 - - 9.27 9.02 8.05

*Peer group CV
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Table 8-1. Mean VIS of each item in each trial (2006)

ltem/Trial 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 M 12
Sodium 74 91 92 83 87 82 87 74 82 87 81 89
Potassium 81 64 79 78 72 72 7 58 80 81 63 76
Chloride 186 148 86 110 146 97 146 83 81 150 87 81
BUN 82 71 79 78 70 7 67 69 61 73 70 68
Glucose 46 44 48 49 45 43 38 41 38 46 42 39
T.calcium 82 81 75 95 83 82 74 74 75 80 69 72
Phosphorus 54 38 43 69 42 63 44 49 45 55 45 39
UricAcid 50 42 41 65 40 44 37 39 37 42 39 38
Creatinine 102 70 56 128 75 76 67 78 53 115 64 49
T.bilirubin 60 37 38 74 37 47 35 43 35 57 45 35
T.protein 60 70 65 67 70 66 63 55 64 62 54 60
Albumin 43 49 56 43 52 47 41 41 45 47 41 49
T.cholest. 40 47 42 40 57 45 44 360 41 37 41 39
Triglyceride 43 48 391 40 41 168 42 195 396 37 367 396
AST 45 32 35 45 34 60 29 53 35 41 56 37
ALT 44 33 34 47 32 63 32 53 32 49 53 38
ALP 140 102 108 189 100 117 103 123 108 142 117 108
LD 108 116 109 107 118 108 112 106 107 102 105 106
GGT 48 47 57 58 47 49 46 49 49 57 57 48
PH 17 18 16 19 11 14 - - - - - -
PCO2 186 119 186 106 106 124 - - - - - -

PO 295 207 183 304 217 161 - - - - - -
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Table 8-2. Peer group VIS of each item in each trial (2006)

ltem/Trial 01 02 03 04 05 06 a7 08 09 10 11 12 Mean
Sodium 74 92 87 83 89 77 81 71 77 87 76 80 81
Potassium 80 62 79 77 72 72 72 59 76 80 62 74 72
Chloride 130 185 81 108 133 90 136 77 75 180 82 77 106
BUN 81 68 77 78 67 76 64 67 58 71 67 64 70
Glucose 45 44 48 47 44 42 38 47 27 44 42 39 42
T.calcium 87 82 74 96 81 82 69 70 74 84 68 48 76
Phosphorus 50 38 42 63 42 57 43 46 42 52 43 38 46
UricAcid 50 47 47 63 40 43 36 39 36 42 39 38 42
Creatinine 96 70 56 120 75 75 66 78 41 113 61 47 75
T.bilirubin 43 31 33 50 31 37 30 34 31 40 36 31 36
T.protein 61 71 65 67 70 66 63 55 64 61 54 60 63
Albumin 44 49 55 43 52 46 41 40 44 46 39 48 46
T.cholest. iy 47 42 40 57 45 44 36 47 37 42 39 43
Triglyceride 38 47 85 35 39 58 41 56 86 33 75 93 57
AST 43 32 34 43 34 55 28 47 33 40 46 37 39
ALT 42 32 34 46 32 59 32 57 31 48 48 37 47
ALP 77102 75 74 74 75 64 63 62 70 65 65 72
LD 34 37 36 35 37 36 33 32 33 31 32 34 34
GGT 45 46 46 58 45 45 44 44 44 44 45 44 46
PH 13 12 14 13 8 11 - - - - - - 12
PCO: 121 119 145 108 108 123 - - - - - - 119
PO 277 170 129 272 179 137 - - - - - - 194
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Table 9. Annual changes of mean VIS

ltem 1986 1992 *2003 *2004 *2006
Sodium 106 112 135 106 81
Potassium 88 96 100 87 72
Chloride 125 147 105 120 106
BUN 96 100 86 84 70
Glucose 57 60 43 43 42
T.calcium 138 121 77 83 76
Phosphorus 103 82 51 62 46
Uricacid 88 93 48 48 42
Creatinine 83 96 78 87 75
T.bilirubin 88 72 50 50 36
T.protein 74 97 66 67 63
Albumin 68 81 48 48 46
T.cholest. 80 75 42 42 43
Triglyceride - 76 3183 155 57
AST - 103 46 44 39
ALT - 108 51 51 41
ALP - 131 163 174 72
LD - 120 115 121 34
GGT - - 78 73 46
*VIS score was calculated among groups of laboratories with same test method.
Table 10. Distribution of VIS Score
VISblock 1992 *2003 *2004 *2006
0-250 0.8 4.10 (34.56) 7.45 (34.37) 7.38 (31.31)
51 - 100 57.0 67.39 (56.80) 73.91 (59.83) 75.90 (568.52)
101 - 150 33.1 26.78 (1 8.21) 17.18 ( 5.38) 15.08 ( 8.69)
151 - 200 7.2 1.73 (0.43) 1.45 ( 0.41) 1.30 ( 1.18)
201 - 250 1.5 0.00 ( 0.00) 0.00 ( 0.00) 0.16 ( 0.16)
251 - 300 0.4 0.00 ( 0.00) 0.00 ( 0.00) 0.00 ( 0.16)
301 - 350 0.0 0.00 ( 0.00) 0.00 ( 0.00) 0.16 ( 0.00)
No. of Lab 198 463 483 610

*(): Peer group mean VIS (2004,2006)



