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Hydromediastinum following Internal Jugular Vein Catheterization — A case report —

Hyun Joo Kwak, M.D., Eui Sung Lim, M.D., So Young Ban, M.D., Ji Yeon Lee, M.D., Joo Sun Yoon, M.D., Hae Keum Kil, M.D.,

and Ki Jun Kim, M.D.

Department of Anesthesiology and Pain Medicine, Yonsei University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

We report a patient who developed a hydromediastinum associated with the insertion of a central venous catheter. A 32-year-old

male, who presented for left nephroureterectomy, had a central venous catheter inserted after general anesthesia.

The patient

subsequently showed acute respiratory distress after extubation. His right neck was severely edematous and the chest radiograph

revealed a widened mediastinal shadow. The exploratory neck incision showed fluid collection at the neck and mediastinum.

(Korean J Anesthesiol 2007; 52: 335~ 8)
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central venous catheter, complications, hydromediastinum, neck edema, respiratory distress.
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Fig. 1. Preoperative chest PA view shows no active lung lesion and
no mediastinal widening.
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Fig. 2. At the end of the operation,
the patient’s right neck and tongue
were severely edematous (This pic-
ture was taken after re-intubation).
(A) Arrow indicates the edematous
neck. (B) Arrow indicates the ede-
matous tongue.

Fig. 3. Chest AP taken at OR shows
mediastinal widening and malposi-
tioned central venous catheter. (A)
White arrow indicates mediastinal
widening and black arrow indicates
malpositioned central venous cathe-
ter. (B) Arrow indicates the turning
point of malpositioned central ve-
nous catheter.
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