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‘The Past, Present and Future Possibility of Long-Acting Injectable Antipsychotics

in Korean Patients with Schizophrenia
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'Department of Psychiatry, Institute of Behavioral Science, Yonsei University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

Long-acting injectable (LAI) antipsychotics were developed to increase adherence rates in patients requiring maintenance
therapy for schizophrenia. Although, evidence was established that LAIs reduce the risk of relapse and rehospitalization,
they were underused or misguided by physician for bias and reluctance of patients. Prevalent uses of LAIs were hindered as
well by a strict health insurance regulation in Korea. Shared decision-making by both patients and clinicians should be promot-
ed to maximize the potential advantage of LAls. Large clinical studies are required to develop a broader understanding about
pros and cons of LAIs. Advanced and newly-developed LAIs are about to be introduced in Korea in near future and are expect-
ed to broaden the treatment choice in schizophrenia. LAIs should be considered as a valuable treatment option in facilitating re-
lapse prevention and optimum outcome. Korean J Psychopharmacol 2011;22 Suppl:S64-S72
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Fig. 1. Hospitalization parameters over the first and second 12
month periods after initiation of risperidone long-acting injection
(RLAI) or oral antipsychotics (APs). Data are expressed in terms
of changes in the percent of patients hospitalized, the mean dura-
tion of hospitalization and the number of hospitalizations, com-
pared to the 1 year period prior to initiation of either RLAI or oral
antipsychotics."
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