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Gerontological Nursing Education in BSN Programs in South Korea:
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Purpose: This study was done to identify the current status of gerontological nursing education in BSN programs
in South Korea and explore directions for improvement in the future. Methods: The participants were 51 schools
providing 4-year nursing education programs located in Seoul or one of 6 provinces, Gyeonggi, Gangwon,
Chungcheong, Gyeongsang or Jeolla provinces. Questionnaires were developed by 13 experts in gerontological
nursing. The questionnaires included items on gerontological nursing curriculum, faculty professionality, and fu-
ture directions for improving gerontological nursing education. Data were collected via email. Results: Among the
school participants, 31.4% of them rated gerontological nursing as a required subject while 50.9% gave two credits
for the subject. Of the expert participants, 54.9% reported that credits for gerontological nursing were not sufficient.
The experts suggested providing gerontological nursing education as stand-alone courses and included geronto-
logical nursing as an independent subject on the national examination for registered nurses, as this inclusion would
improve gerontological nursing education. Conclusion: Over the past 30 years, gerontological nursing in South
Korea has evolved. With environmental changes in sociodemographic and healthcare service, it is inevitable that
positive changes of gerontological nursing in nursing education must be made.
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Table 1. School Participants' General Characteristics (N=51)

Characteristics Categories n (%)
Ownership Public 8 (15.7)
Private 43 (84.3)
Location Seoul 7 (13.7)
Kyunggido 4(7.8)
Kangwondo 4(7.8)
Chungchungdo 14 (27.5)
Kyungsangdo 16 (31.4)
Jeollado 6(11.8)
School systems College of nursing 15 (29.4)
Division of nursing 3059
Department of nursing 33 (64.7)
Enrollments 30~65 12 (24.0)
(# of students) 66~80 14 (28.0)
81~160 13 (26.0)
161~471 12 (22.0)
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Table 2. School Participants' Characteristics related to Gerontological Nursing Education (N=51)
Characteristics Categories n (%)
Classification Required 16 (31.4)

Electives 34 (66.6)
Liberal arts 1(1.9)
Credits (lecture & practicum) 1 9(17.6)
2 26 (50.9)
3 12 (23.5)
4 4(7.8)
Lecture credits (n=39) 1 6(15.3)
2 31 (79.5)
3 1(2.0)
4 1(2.0)
Placement of lecture (n=49) Freshman 1(2.1)
Sophomore 4 (8.2)
Junior 14 (28.5)
Senior 30 (61.2)
Practicum credits (n=24) 1 18 (75.0)
6(25.0)
Placement of practicum (n=24) Sophomore 14.2)
Junior 6 (25.0)
Senior 17 (70.8)
Gerontological nursing credits are Very few 1(2.0)
Few 27 (52.9)
Moderate 18 (35.3)
Many 4(7.8)
Too many 1(2.0)
Gerontological nurse practitioner program Yes 17 (33.3)
No 34 (66.7)
Status of gerontological nursing educators Full-time faculty 45 (88.2)
Lecturer 239
Others 1(1.9)
Full time faculty & lecturer 3(5.8)
Teaching subjects except for gerontological nursing Adult nursing 23
by the professors who teach gerontological nursing Fundamentals nursing 18
Biological nursing science 8
Health assessment 7
Community nursing 6
Nursing management 3
Maternity nursing 1
Psychiatric nursing 1
Etc. 7
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Table 3. Experts Participants' Comments for Improving Gerontological Nursing Education Environments (N=23)

Characteristics Categories n
General education Developing educational objectives in lecture and practicum 7
related Developing standardized education materials 7
Included in national examination for registered nurses 7

Placing gerontological nursing subjects as required 5

Integrated in each nursing subject 1

Operating gero-specific programs 1

Guaranteeing certain credits for gerontological nursing 2

Lecture related Developing and applying effective teaching methods for gerontological nursing education 1
Practicum related Promoting educational environments for gerontological nursing 1
Approving volunteer work hours at nursing facilities for practicum 1

Establishing practicum criteria pertinent to practicum environments 1

Changing perspectives in practicum sites 2

Providing aging simulation 1

Research related Establishing needs and roles of gerontological nursing & GNP 3
Policy making for applying education and research outcomes in fields 2

Political research considering physiological changes of aging 2

Developing nursing intervention considering characteristics of aging 2

Developing programs which could utilized in gerontological nursing practice 2

Developing positive & rational perspectives 2

Improving quality of life of older adults 1

Enhancing self-care, health promotion and prevention of older adults 1

Operating university affiliated institutions for older adults 1

Vitalizing interdisciplinary research teams 1
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