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A Case of Adenocarcinomatous Transformation of a Sacrococcygeal
Teratoma in an Adult

Jang Ho Cho, So Hee Kim, Yong Hoon Kim, Heae Surng Park, Eun-Suk Cho, Jae Yun Lim, and Jae Yong Cho

Department of Internal Medicine, Yonsei University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

Sacrococcygeal teratoma (SCT) is an unusual tumor in adults. The incidence of malignant transformation of this tumor increases
when its excision is delayed beyond 1 month of age. We report an uncommon case of adenocarcinoma arising within the colonic
mucosa of a mature teratoma of the sacrococcyx in a 44-year-old male. The patient received surgical resection for a sacrococcygeal
mass in a local hospital and was diagnosed with adenocarcinoma arising from SCT. He was referred to our hospital for further
treatment and received chemotherapy as adjuvant treatment. After 4.5 years, the coccygeal mass recurred on follow-up imaging
workup, and surgical resection was performed. On pathologic work-up, residual disease at the resection margin was identified
microscopically. Pathologic diagnosis was a primary adenocarcinoma arising from the colonic mucosa within a mature teratoma.
The patient received adjuvant-chemotherapy and radiotherapy and has been followed up. (Korean J Med 2013;85:101-105)
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H Figure 1. (A) T2-weighted magnetic resonance imaging of the
j malignant sacrococcygeal teratoma (midline sagittal view). (B) A 14 x
8 x 6 cm well-defined mass with a cystic or necrotic component
is seen inferior to the coccyx (or close to the inferior surface of
the coccyx). The mass invades the tip of the coccyx and extends
inferiorly into the left ischiorectal fossa (axial view).
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Figure 2. (A) T2-weighted magnetic resonance imaging of the

recurred malignant sacrococcygeal teratoma (midline sagittal view).
(B) A 3.2 cm mass newly developed at the base of the coccyx in the
4.5 years after surgery, which was considered as a recurrent sacro-

coccygeal teratoma (axial view).
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Figure 4. Microscopic features of the coccygeal mass. (A) The
mature teratoma (dotted line) and its neoplastic component
(solid line) (H&E, x 1). (B) The mature teratoma component
showing gastric and intestinal mucosae (H&E, x 40). (C) The
neoplastic component showing well-differentiated adenocarcinoma

(H&E, x 100).
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