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Professor Nam-Hyun Kim was a pioneering educator, 

clinician, and academic leader whose lifelong dedication 

profoundly shaped the development of orthopaedic surgery in 

Korea, particularly in the field of spine surgery. His scholarly 

vision and leadership laid the institutional and academic 

foundations of Korean spine surgery, and his legacy continues 

to influence generations of surgeons and researchers.

Professor Kim was born on January 5, 1935, in Chaam-

dong, Cheonan, Chungcheongnam-do, Korea. He graduated 

with distinction from Yongsan High School in 1955 and 

entered Yonsei University College of Medicine the same year. 

After completing his residency training in the Department of 

Orthopaedic Surgery at Severance Hospital from 1961 to 1965, 

he obtained board certification in orthopaedic surgery. He 

subsequently served as a military surgeon in the Republic of 

Korea Army, holding the rank of Major and providing medical 

service at institutions including the 77th Army Hospital in 

Gwangju. In September 1973, he earned his PhD in medicine, 

establishing a strong academic foundation for his future 

scholarly career (Fig. 1).

Professor Kim began his academic appointment as a full-

time instructor at Yonsei University College of Medicine in 

1970. His pursuit of advanced international training included 

clinical and academic experiences in Hong Kong during the 

early 1970s under Dr. Yau, as well as specialized training in 

Germany under Dr. Smith. These international experiences 

broadened his academic perspective and facilitated the 

introduction of advanced concepts in spine surgery to Korea. 

He was promoted to full professor in 1980 and remained on 

the faculty until his retirement in 2000, dedicating himself to 

Fig. 1. Graduation portrait of Professor Nam-Hyun Kim, MD, PhD, from 
Yonsei University College of Medicine.
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medical education, clinical excellence, and academic research 

(Fig. 2).

Beyond his academic responsibilities, Professor Kim played 

a central role in institutional leadership. He served as the 

founding Chair of the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery at 

Yongdong Severance Hospital, as Vice Director of Severance 

Hospital, and as Chair of the Department of Orthopaedic 

Surgery at Yonsei University College of Medicine. Through 

these roles, he contributed significantly to the establishment of 

structured clinical systems, the advancement of patient care, 

and the strengthening of academic governance.

Professor Kim served as President of the Korean Orthopaedic 

Association, further contributing to the advancement of 

orthopaedic surgery at the national level. His leadership 

in professional societies fostered academic collaboration, 

strengthened educational standards, and promoted 

international exchange. Notably, he was the first Korean 

member of the International Society for the Study of the 

Lumbar Spine (ISSLS), marking an important milestone in the 

international recognition of Korean spine surgery.

Professor Kim was a central figure in establishing spine 

surgery as an independent academic discipline in Korea. 

Through his influential publication in Clinical Orthopaedics 

and Related Research, “A Computed Tomographic Analysis of 

Changes in the Spinal Canal After Anterior Lumbar Interbody 

Fusion,” he provided early radiologic evidence of postoperative 

spinal canal remodeling, offering empirical support for the 

concept of indirect decompression (Fig. 3).1) He also published 

an important article regarding morphometry of the pedicle of 

thoracic and lumbar vertebrae in Koreans to provide guidelines 

of developing pedicle screws suitable for Far East Asians2) 

and through morphometric study of lumbar spinal canal, he 

suggested a new criteria for the diagnosis of lumbar spinal 

stenosis in Korean population.3) On the other hand, he always 

emphasized the importance of basic research in orthopedic 

field and published an article about purification of bone 

morphogenetic protein and its application to bone defect in an 

animal model for the first time in Korea.4,5) He was one of the 

two founding members of the Korean Society of Spine Surgery 

and led the establishment of its official academic journal, 

creating a formal platform for scholarly communication 

and research dissemination in the field of spine surgery. 

As the author of the foreword in the inaugural issue of the 

Journal of Korean Society of Spine Surgery, he articulated the 

academic vision, purpose, and future direction of the society, 

thereby laying the intellectual and institutional foundation for 

organized spine research and education in Korea (Fig. 4).2) He 

Fig. 2. Retirement ceremony photograph of Professor Nam-Hyun Kim, 
MD, PhD, with faculty members of the Department of Orthopaedic Sur-
gery, Yonsei University College of Medicine.

Fig. 3. First page of the article “A Computed Tomographic Analysis of 
Changes in the Spinal Canal After Anterior Lumbar Interbody Fusion,” 
published in Clinical Orthopaedics and Related Research in 1993.
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served the society as Secretary General for four years and later 

as President, contributing substantially to its organizational 

stability and academic growth. In recognition of his lifelong 

service, he was appointed Honorary President of the society.

Professor Kim was also instrumental in fostering collaborative 

academic culture within Severance Hospital. He founded the 

Severance Spine Society, creating an organized platform for 

academic discussion, clinical collaboration, and spine research. 

This society significantly contributed to the advancement of 

spine surgery and research at Severance and beyond. From 

its inception, the society steadily expanded and has grown 

into a large and active academic community, with 93 current 

members actively engaged in clinical practice, research, and 

education. The enduring vitality of this society reflects Professor 

Kim’s vision for collective scholarship and mentorship.

Beyond medicine and academia, Professor Kim was deeply 

committed to faith and community service. As a devoted elder 

of Jeongdong Presbyterian Church, he faithfully served the 

church and its congregation for many years. His life reflected 

a strong sense of ethical responsibility, humility, and service—

values that guided not only his medical career but also his 

personal conduct and relationships. His dedication to the 

church exemplified his belief in service beyond professional 

achievement and left a lasting impression on those who knew 

him both inside and outside the hospital.

Following his retirement from Yonsei University in 2000, 

Professor Kim continued his academic and clinical service as 

a Distinguished Professor at Konyang University College of 

Medicine from 2000 to 2006. Even after formal retirement, 

he remained actively engaged in patient care and medical 

education, exemplifying a lifelong commitment to medicine 

and mentorship.

Over more than three decades, Professor Nam-Hyun 

Kim devoted his life to clinical practice, research, education, 

professional leadership, and community service. His academic 

achievements, institutional leadership, and dedication to the 

advancement of spine surgery inspired countless trainees and 

colleagues. His name and legacy will remain deeply embedded 

in the history of Korean orthopaedic and spine surgery, and his 

spirit of integrity, scholarship, and service will continue to guide 

future generations.
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