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The Stagnation of National Medical System in the
Late Goryeo Dynasty and its Development Process

Lee, Kyung-Rok

This article examines the changes of the central and provincial medical system during
the late Goryeo Dynasty, and examines how this led to the medical system in Joseon.
Taeuigam and Sangyakguk, representative central medical institutions of Goryeo, were
renamed several times, which was a result of changes in the ruling system and diplomatic
tensions. Public medical institutions for the people such as Dongseodaebiwon, Jewibo,
and Hyeminguk were maintained despite the financial deterioration. The reason was that
from the state's standpoint, it could not leave the people under the control of individuals
of the ruling class.

In the provinces, ‘doctors(Efifi)’ and ‘pharmacists(3855)” were in charge of medical
administration, but after the period of the interference by Yuan dynasty, the system of
doctors and pharmacists was weakened, and local officials began to take charge of medical
care directly. In addition, as the qualifications for applying for the medical profession, which
was a way for the Hyangni(J5) class to rise in social status, were gradually restricted,
and measures were taken to keep the hyangni class tied to the provinces. Eventually, at
the end of the Goryeo Dynasty, the Sangyakguk was merged into the Taeuigam, and the
Jewibo was completely abolished, and the provincial medical system became nominal.

Joseon reorganized its medical system centrally along with its foundation. In this process,
the Buddhist colors in medical institutions were erased, and the medical rights of the people
were legally guaranteed based on the Neo-Confucian people-centered principle. In addition,
medical education in the central and provincial areas was strengthened so that the ruling
class was in charge of medical care. In conclusion, the medical changes of the late Goryeo
and early Joseon periods were a reorganization of the stagnant medical system of the late

Goryeo period under the ideology of Neo-Confucianism.

Key Words : Goryeo, Joseon, Medical System, Medical History, Neo-Confucianism
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