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Dental Ethics Education in Dentistry:

Where Did It Come from and Where Is It Going?

Junhewk Kim'
Assistant Professor, Department of Dental Education, College of Dentistry, Yonsei University, Seoul, Korea

Abstract

This commentary explores the historical development and current status of dental ethics education
in South Korean dental schools, which was explicitly initiated by the 2017 accreditation standards
from the Korean Institute of Dental Education and Evaluation (KIDEE). Although now mandatory
in all 11 dental schools in the country, dental ethics education remains in its early stages, with
a focus on professional integrity, ethical decision-making, altruism, and rationality. To address
the unique characteristics of dental practice, including preventive and aesthetic care, intensive
chairside communication, and business-related ethical issues, specialized ethics modules should be
incorporated into the curriculum. Continuous improvements in curriculum design, faculty training,
and evaluation methods are urgently needed. Most importantly, ongoing research and active
discourse on dental ethics within the dental community are essential to enhancing dental ethics
education.

Keywords: dental ethics, dental; education, medical, undergraduate; schools, dental; curriculum;
history of dentistry

l. ME

=] AFeet ofE2ae 14, Ee AHoEaE(dental ethics) W&o W 1177 &
AFeetof A ZHH 02 o] Fof2A H AVl A ofstuSg (o5t 1B )2 20174
57]_7,:01 SIS A0 7 SF 9588 WSS PYAAO R Q335 AL & 4 1] 0]A9]
AS7E2 F2 ARIGAEE Fojoll 28E& 5E "d2ARIAI ey 499 713] Al B4
5}‘4'7}[2 1, 20144 7RA QIZ7|Z0)A HS “Z7} £=29] AFOA}F dFF S el T HHA
Fo B HRYYYE BrIshA 1o e = S U3 % Age vl a7
HAH3]. 2 o] 7R ofZae o] 8L Wk H BEst sA7E AT

195


https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?domain=pdf&date_stamp=2025-9-30&doi=10.35301/ksme.2025.28.3.195

et=olzR2|3t3|X| X283 H33: 2025E 98

Author contributions

The article is prepared by a single author.

Ethics approval
Not applicable.

196 | https://www.e-kjme.org

ARAYHL 2 8eo] YR & ARE op)7] whizoltt.
skt oj5i@2) 8] B} 20170 ol ol ek, Aeftol o) 2

$.2 20254 @A) 7 84A AH T Y= AHOE, T A Ygoltt Zaof 9lo] ok A
2 et B o] gl o] U,

Choildlt 95202 9|, 7, T g 24 DAsteLon Ao oL ed %
A% ANT AL Ahet oz ge] WA BTG olth T8t BALY T
S0 UBE e oiet T4 A Nt o)z R84S A4 Ao 1
She A Weke S glon], whebA olo] tist 4 o] BAElolof gtk by &
e ) Astowge) wSo) oA ARS £, Choild]o] B4 BETHE o o
AFA ol A A\ zhol =88] B8O the aHY S ASHE A 1 BH o2 Bk

(¢}

1. 2 x|HelgRe] U]

oA x| zkelZ-gElof] st ¥zl W} W ettt AL 20029 =5[5]1S £
A714E vk ek, =82 200049 9JFEY A}Eﬂoﬂ gt A4S AHoJARY G2lof it & ;“%L
2 Ao, Fotror HE] 7HAE, AP, AHRFAA S 2AE A
TR “oehA A2 A4l g A «lﬂ}eﬁ%ﬂiﬂok‘jﬁ A TeJAE &S] 2A = 1&
w9 42 At Qg w8 T 7 B2 AXstaL vk AA, Aot
HEZ oA oletro)7t FOIUA] w&sh= A, A, AlIA %214 qAEAS WE 4
© A, B Tohd, Qesd 259 7|20 g A A= ARAJGH JmadF AR
< 50l 41 AHY 4 T E w8 HYS ol o2 233t Zlojth

T2y o] A o] AA| W&ol Z3HE 7|7 Alzto] B B R gt o, 200391 g A
efstol] e AHRAYES O T Auqe ol A AR A6l EUToIL
ARy A gg2]ofl Tt oAofl Zol7t itk = H& AT 275 F3f AXst “d A
efstoll A mjefo] AHIARE HiEdshe X7 THORA Y] £E94 1S AT &P U
o digt d&"E 3L ALS ST oIAZ, GAIZIA Aot =82 W&ol I
EAG B wikEo] HAEA] A2 Anlstn, s 2ARF AP Al Apeiet
a0 9ldl WAl E3F tstof| 4] o 7-9a] W22 HiokE o] g},

o|F AA5] 7 At Qg WS HA|ohe WA R W52 &gl XYL
ATt

s

O

1__
A]

o

Wi

(0]

|

S 2lst7] e, Aehet ks 0] A AmEAL Choild] o] 2|z} 9
2] W& Ao disiA v ¥lof| ZAHA 2APE o] FolF . AA, 2008 sHyt7]of o]
ojX AFtHT7L. T AR A= 1171 A fefelol] S-S 53 Yaad s Ags 29
Stoieth SRt 107] teh 5 Ao 5se] o A oRE E= Aol s 2ol 714
Eof Ukl et ek 9w lov, TS T4 ?l s 3% Y e E
= PBL(project—based learning) €9& 53l W8sh= tw 230lQith = THAQ &
2lof] T3t W& ol PR E ohFaL Qlokal 7 A sk Q1AIskar AAA|TE, AA] _,]g_

2] FEZ A tiskS 1/30] HA okt 2006 HHRIA|HIAE 3] 7} “A] T oA



WYL BRIAL 5 220 B BHol A7 HolH 4 AL ToIRR & % UL Aol
87 % 232 ol 9 1471 WRAE 1717, o1F S F0) a4 23S
& A BAEL 328 o et

£, 20109 FAH: Aaefst QRADX 3} 15 AL Terer) 9 st g A2
o|9ieHgl. 117] Xhefat mt A Ref Sgstgo »} A zpolg2fakat Batsto] PAIH
R( AR, “Hofsheel, A3
A3hgelsh ) 5 47 St “ARASAY, “Olzustrt 8", YL AT
oW 5 4215 Tt BRIFS LA YTt &, 0% AL “AEAS A lsH(A
ARG L), Koot AL HES LFstel Yt gl gjo] AEAYY LSS HE
2 A5t A9t ol BRA st w7ee] 20084 U571 W 20108 157] A%
AAZL ARAB N Ot LRI B} =02 TYtol, “ARASA ol3], M, gl
A 7128 9ot T AVLE S LEIHo] 9T AS 278 ALl that 2 Mz
so] Stel Aoz Felgich Je dree weo| BTAOIA B4 gBolek 214
2 o] A17]0] QIgte-S Bl 4 gtk

ohe 20124 PO S] Aol R ABATLT} OfFsle] X oJst g el g A}
2 91 A7 S glon, g BIAE ©) o] AR Q8 B3l e
cHo). web, Asolz 8] a3t Teste] FAI 4 G AL 20189 ATZA[10), 3
o 7 A 1) helel Ozgel 7% oo o, mHEY U 2 47 5 FAHL
2 Aojstelc. A7 A3, 7] kvt BAAQ ozge 12 egst gglon, 27 o
o oy g, 94T 2, BE ARAYY 2L s 298t st E4,
2N HE )R8 B XsHe thal PBL B B 7hEo] 82 Haehs Ao
2 pasisiet. &, VIR A 2345 5 A3olials LR 20t isict. 2010
4 Al isjo] € Askesto] Aol el 52 D8HYA K BE0l U]
o8, 7% ) BRE LIS ShiL EF 1 8- BT Aolgirt. ol AL HET A
w1 o] 2017 213 712 Hi34e] 2312 olahet 4 9\, of Agel Bt B skl

oA =82 Lo BAHCR ATHIE

Table 19 842 5%9) AADH B3< B35 Rolk, ms 8] that BaL
Wohe vl W AV ik ALt Hiok do) Xihet ol meTAS B
220124 BN Hz AR H1g7) BIAE Poteh webd, Choild] o]t

|o
U
19
i
i)
=
<
1
flo
=1
Eo
:;l
X,
)
|
nO[«
= ek
Lo
ﬁj
i‘l r
>H

_,d
pa o)

Table 1. Changes in dental ethics education in South Korea

Article Year conducted Main findings Changes in dental ethics education
Kang et al. [7] 2008 9 schools operate dental ethics course; only 3 schools Although all dental schools recognized the importance,
' have independent course for dental ethics. fewer than 1/3 established medical ethics courses.
10 schools operate dental ethics course; 6 schools o h e
Lee [8] 2010 have dental ethics course, and 4 schools have dental KIDEIEdac;;r?dltatlon slystem 'nd?dei.s hunjtamtles and
ethics integrated curriculum. social dentistry curriculum as evaluation criteria.
Lee etal. [9] 2012 [Data not available]
11 schools operate dental ethics course; 6 schools ; : - ;
p ' - Dental ethics education was explicitly provided at
Kim et al. [10] 2018 have dental ethics course, 2 schools operate multi- " 4ehal schools nationwide due to 2017 KIDEE

faceted dental ethics curriculum, and 2 schools

manage PBL or integrated course with ethics. accreditation standard changes.

KIDEE: Korea Institute of Dental Education and Evaluation, PBL: project-based learning.
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