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— Abstract—
Numb-Chin Syndrome in Malignant Hematologic Diseases

Seung Han Suk, M.D., IL Nam Sunwoo, M.D., Seung Min Kim, M.D.
Department of Neurology, Yonsei University Collegy of Medicine

Sun Ju Lee, M.D., Jee Sook Hahn, M.D., Yun Woong Ko, M.D.

Department of Internal medicine, Yonsei University College of Medicine

“Numbechin syndrome’, isolated mental neuropathy, is a rare manifestaion of malignant
hematologic diseases, but important sign for early diagnosis and prediction of clinical course
and prognosis

Here we report 7 cases of numb-chin syndrome ; one in leukemic transformation of malig-
nant Ilymphoma, one in blastic crisis of chronic myelogenous leukemia and 5 in acute leuke-
mia. Two cases of acute leukemia revealed the ‘numb-chin sign’ in early course of disease
before the diagnosis of leukemia and other three in aggravating state of acute leukemia. The
therapeutic response and prognosis was poor and 5 cases expired in a few months.
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Table 1. Summary of clinical findings in 7 Numb-chin syndrome

Case DX Age/Sex Onest of Disease status Therapeutic Outcome *F/U
Numb-chin & i response duration
1 ALL 33/M Tweek  Ophthalmoplegia NR  Expire  2mon
before Dx & leukemic meningitis
2 ALL £3/M 10days  Reccured Numb-chin PR=PD Expire 2 mon
before Dx  during progression
3 ALL 12/F Zmonth  Relapse from CR PR Alive  Smon
after relapse
4 AML 23/F Imonth  Refractory state NR  Expire 6wk
after Dx
5 AML 23/F 2month  Occured Numb-chin PR Lost 2 mon
after Dx  during progerssion
5 CML  4y/M 7years  4th Blastic crisis NR  Expie 7wk
after Dx
7 Lymphoma 28/M Imonth  Leukemic NR  Expitc  2mon
after DX i

*Follow-up duration after onset of Numb-chin syndrome
CR: complete remission, PR : partial remission, NR : no response

PD: progressive disease
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