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The home environment is increasingly emphasized as a key factor in home falls among frail older people. In this study, we aimed at
exploring and synthesizing empirical studies that considered the environmental factors of home falls among frail older people. We
performed a systematic review to draw comprehensive conclusions regarding these environmental factors by searching
MEDLINE, CINAHL, Embase, and Cochrane Library, as well as gray literature databases. Intervention and nonintervention
studies that specifically reported home environmental factors related to falls in community-dwelling frail older people aged
65 years and over were selected. Of the 8374 studies initially retrieved, seven intervention and seven nonintervention studies were
included in the analysis. In seven of the 14 studies, environmental hazards were evaluated using relevant assessment tools.
Interventions were provided for the bathroom/toilet, bedroom, living room, and for slipping and tripping, identified as frequent
fall locations and situations, respectively, through nonintervention studies. The most common intervention was to provide advice/
counseling and disseminate information to enhance knowledge after visiting the home and evaluating the home environmental
factors that could affect falls. In the majority of the studies, the intervention was of a multicomponent nature, and in only two
intervention studies was there practical modification of the home environment to lower the fall risk. In all the four studies with
statistically significant results, the intervention was provided by a multidisciplinary team. Through this review, we identified
environmental factors for home falls, helping clinicians and health professionals gain a better understanding of the situation to
prevent recurrence in frail older people who have experienced falls. The findings indicate that comprehensive standardized
environmental evaluations should be conducted considering older people’s functional characteristics and needs and that the
intervention process requires the participation of older people with a multidisciplinary team.

1. Introduction

Falls are a leading cause of unintentional injury and death
among older people [1]. As per reports, one-third of
community-dwelling people aged 65 and older experienced
a fall at least once a year [2, 3]; half of them experienced two
or more falls [4]. More than two-thirds of the falls among
older people in South Korea occurred at home, often in the

bedroom and living room, which are daily living spaces [5].
These data show community-dwelling older people’s high
vulnerability to falls. As falls are preventable health prob-
lems, it is important to make efforts to reduce falls that can
occur during daily life at home [6]. Identifying risk factors
related to falls and providing appropriate interventions [7]
can help older people in maintaining their health and in-
dependent lifestyle [8].
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Frailty is a condition that impairs physical and cognitive
abilities, increasing the possibility of adverse health outcomes
[9]. Fried et al. [10] identified the five characteristics of frail
older adults as unintentional weight loss, weakness, poor en-
durance and energy, slowness, and low physical activity level. A
systematic review revealed the association between frailty and
falls in older people [11]. Falls have a complex etiology of risk
factors, including environmental, situational, biological, be-
havioral, and socioeconomic risk factors [1, 12]. As fall risk
escalates with an increasing number of risk factors [13], frail
older people with impaired physical and cognitive abilities may
have a higher fall risk than those without such impairments.

Frail older people are unable to react rapidly and ef-
fectively when faced with sudden environmental changes,
causing them to lose balance [14, 15]. While nonfrail older
people have a high exposure to outdoor environmental risks,
frail older people are exposed to indoor environmental risks,
which need to be reduced to minimize home falls [16].
Therefore, it is necessary to identify environmental risk
factors among frail older people. Modifications of the home
and avoiding dangers in the home environment are essential
elements of fall prevention [17] for frail older people.

In some systematic reviews, there have been efforts to
identify the efficacy of the environmental approach for re-
ducing home falls [18, 19]. Clemson et al. [18] confirmed that
home environment intervention is effective in preventing
home falls among older people living in the community.
Gillespie et al. [20] found that home safety interventions reduce
the rate of falls and the risk of falling. Hopewell et al. [21]
concluded that multifactorial interventions may reduce the rate
of falls compared with usual care or attention control and that
those environmental interventions are one of the commonly
applied or recommended interventions for multifactorial in-
terventions. Chase et al. [19] found that it was important to
designate a population that would particularly benefit from fall
reduction interventions, such as frail older people, and sug-
gested that more studies investigating the effects of home
modification on fall prevention were needed. As a result of
reviewing the previous studies, it has been confirmed that
environmental interventions could be meaningfully used to
reduce home falls in community-dwelling frail older people.
However, because the previous systematic reviews did not
reach an integrated conclusion on ways to specifically improve
and apply interventions, the scope of the review needs to be
expanded. Therefore, in this article, we reviewed studies with
various designs to draw comprehensive conclusions about the
environmental factors related to home falls. At the same time,
we seek to clarify the interpretation and application of the
results by focusing on frail older people, who can greatly benefit
from environmental interventions.

We aimed to explore and synthesize empirical research,
including both intervention and nonintervention studies,
that reported the environmental factors related to home falls
among community-dwelling frail older people. The fol-
lowing research questions guided the review: (1) what are the
environmental risk factors associated with home falls in
community-dwelling frail older people? and (2) which en-
vironmental factors have been considered in interventions
for home falls?
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2. Materials and Methods

This systematic review was conducted in accordance with the
preferred reporting items for systematic reviews and meta-
analyses (PRISMA) guidelines [22].

2.1. Data Sources and Search Strategies. The search, the
strategy for which was reviewed by medical librarians, was
conducted on April 13,2023, using four electronic databases:
MEDLINE, CINAHL, Embase, and Cochrane Library. We
also searched for gray literature through the Virginia
Henderson International Nursing Library. We developed
a list of key search terms and controlled vocabulary to search
for articles containing all the following concepts: (1) “aged”
AND “frailty,” (2) “risk factors” OR “home environment,”
(3) “accidental falls,” and (4) “community”-without limi-
tations on the study type, language, or date of publication. In
addition, the references listed in each identified article were
screened and manually searched to obtain more compre-
hensive results. The search strategies and search results from
each database can be found in Supplementary Material 1.

2.2. Study Selection. Four authors screened titles and ab-
stracts based on the inclusion criteria and independently
double-reviewed the full text of the studies (Figure 1).

2.2.1. Inclusion Criteria. The inclusion criteria for this
systematic review were as follows: (1) studies in which the
participants were community-dwelling frail older people
aged 65 years and over (the following cases were also con-
sidered studies targeting frail older people: studies in which
participants were termed “frail older people” and a study on
older people with the characteristics of frailty such as Fried
et al’s [10] criteria even though they were not clearly target
termed frail older people), (2) outcomes related to falls (such
as fall occurrence or number), and (3) studies specifically
reporting home environmental factors related to falls.

2.2.2. Exclusion Criteria. The exclusion criteria were as
follows: (1) studies in which the participants were older
people living in hospitals and nursing homes; (2) studies in
which the participants’ age was not clearly reported; (3)
studies in which the participants were older people without
frailty-related variables; (4) outcomes measuring not falls
but fear of falls; (5) studies that did not use a quantitative
(randomized controlled trial [RCT], nonrandomized, ob-
servational [cross-sectional or longitudinal/cohort]) design;
(6) instrument development study or protocol; and (7)
nonreporting of study methods.

2.3. Data Extraction. The researchers had an acceptable level
of agreement of over 95% regarding the final selection of the
studies. The same four authors extracted data from the
selected studies into an analysis table, and disagreements
were resolved by a separate author. The data were extracted
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FiGure 1: PRISMA flow diagram.

by dividing the studies into interventions and non-
interventions to answer the broad research questions.

2.4. Methodological Quality Appraisal. The Mixed Methods
Appraisal Tool (MMAT) version 2018 [23] was used for
quality assessment. The MMAT was developed to evaluate
the methodological quality of studies of various designs,
such as RCTs and nonrandomized studies. Two authors
independently appraised the studies for the methodological
criteria and five quality criteria of the MMAT, which could
be applied depending on the study design. Quality scores
ranged from 0% if none of the criteria were satisfied to 100%
if all criteria were met [24]. Studies included in this review
fulfilled at least 60% of the criteria. The specific criteria of the
MMAT and quality assessment of each study are presented
in Supplementary Material 2.

2.5. Synthesis of Results. We used our review questions to
guide data synthesis. To provide a comprehensive overview
of the connections between nonintervention and in-
tervention studies, we mapped environmental risk factors
for community-dwelling older people’s home falls in a table
and examined whether these factors were considered in
interventions for reducing home falls.

In Table 1, by design, studies are classified as in-
tervention or nonintervention and the characteristics in-
dicating participants’ frailty are described. In addition, as
falls may be related to regional characteristics [31, 39],
country and community settings were described. Table 2
summarizes the environmental risk factors associated with
home falls identified in nonintervention studies. After

describing the contents of “environmental risk factors,”
these were analyzed secondarily and divided into risk lo-
cation and situation. The most frequently identified risk
location (bathroom/toilet, bedroom, and living room) and
risk situations (slipping and tripping) were separated and
organized. Table 3 summarizes the environmental in-
terventions used to reduce home falls. We summarized the
intervention details as presented in each study as well as
whether the interventions had multiple components or only
an environmental perspective. If the intervention considered
specific locations or situations in the home, this was de-
scribed to integrate it with nonintervention studies later by
organizing the contents. In addition, by summarizing the
methods for evaluating environmental characteristics in all
the included studies, we considered whether the items were
evaluated objectively.

3. Results

3.1. Search Results. Of the 8374 identified studies, 6868 titles
and 499 abstracts were reviewed for relevance. Of these,
195 full-text studies were reviewed for eligibility and 12
studies met the inclusion criteria. Two additional studies that
met the inclusion criteria were found in the citation search.
Finally, 14 studies were included for synthesis (Figure 1).

3.2. Characteristics of the Included Studies. Table 1 shows the
characteristics of the 14 studies. Seven (50%) were non-
intervention [25-31] and seven (50%) were intervention
studies [32-38]. The 14 studies were conducted in various
regions (four each in the US, Asia, and Europe), and the
countries where both nonintervention and intervention
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studies were conducted were the US [26-28, 32] and South
Korea [31, 38]. Among the nonintervention studies, four
were cross-sectional, two were retrospective, and one was
prospective. Among the intervention studies, five were RCTs
[32, 34-37] and two were non-RCTs. Of the 14 studies, five
included city-dwelling participants [26, 28, 29, 35, 36], one
included rural-dwelling participants [38], and one included
both city- and rural-dwelling participants [31]. However,
seven studies did not clearly describe the community set-
tings. Through this analysis, it was confirmed that Fried’s
criteria [25, 26, 29], visiting healthcare survey [31, 38],
a frailty scale [28], and an electronic frailty index [33] were
used to measure frailty. Furthermore, decline in activities of
daily living, need for walking aids or home help service,
impairments in mobility or having an increased risk of
falling, immobility, and chronic disease were recognized as
characteristics of frail participants.

3.3. Environmental Risk Factors Associated with Home Falls.
Environmental risk factors associated with home falls in
community-dwelling frail older people were identified in
seven nonintervention studies (Table 2). In all the studies,
falls were measured as the rate of falls and/or fall number. In
six studies, falls were measured during one year and in only
one study [27], over five years. To understand fall-related
environmental factors, in three studies [27, 28, 31], home
hazards were measured using related scales and in four
studies, fall location was measured in the home. Regarding
environmental risk factors, in five out of seven studies, the
location in the home where most falls occurred was reported.
An analysis of nonintervention studies showed that the
location where the risk of home falls was emphasized was the
bathroom/toilet [25, 26, 28-30], bedroom [28-30], and
living room [28-30].

3.4. Environmental Intervention to Reduce Home Falls

3.4.1. General Characteristics of Environmental Intervention.
Environmental interventions to reduce home falls were
identified in seven intervention studies (Table 3). In all the
studies, falls were measured based on the rate and/or
number. However, it was difficult to synthesize the results
because the form of the outcome presented in each study was
different: at least one fall, >2 falls [36, 37]; no or one fall, >2
falls [35]; or >1 fall [32]. Environmental intervention was
provided in all studies; only environmental intervention was
provided in one study [35], while multicomponent in-
terventions were provided in the other six. In three studies
[34-36], interventions were provided by a multidisciplinary
team, and in another three studies, interventions were
provided by single expert groups such as nurses [37, 38] or
physical therapists [32]. There were four studies [33-36] in
which the effect of the intervention was statistically signif-
icant and three studies in which it was not. In all the four
studies where the results were significant, the intervention
was provided by a multidisciplinary team. The intervention
period varied from eight weeks to 18 months, except for
a retrospective longitudinal controlled nonrandomized
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intervention cohort study [33]. The frequency of in-
tervention was 2.6-16; as the intervention in two studies
[33, 36] was provided irregularly, the frequency could not be
determined. In only one study [38], the time per session, i.e.,
80 minutes, was provided. The follow-up period was 2 to
18 months. In three studies [32, 35, 36], the evaluation was
conducted after 12 months and in two studies [34, 37], after
18 months. In four studies [32, 36-38], the control group
received care as usual (Table 3).

3.4.2. Contents of the Environmental Intervention. All in-
terventions were provided through home visits. In five
studies [32, 34, 35, 37, 38], the presence of environmental
hazards that could potentially influence falls was assessed. In
two studies, modification of the home environment to re-
duce the fall risk, such as installing a night light path [36] or
repairing boilers in a cold home [33], was performed. In four
of the five studies in which environmental risk factors were
evaluated [32, 35, 37, 38], different scales were used. In the
remaining study [34], no scales were used; only examples of
home hazards and options to reduce the risk of falling and
consequent injuries were presented. In three of the in-
tervention studies [32, 35, 37], older people were given
advice or counseling on dealing with the risk factors ob-
served after the evaluation, and in two studies [34, 38],
information was provided to enhance knowledge about the
causes and prevention of falls related to the home envi-
ronment (Table 3).

3.4.3. Environmental Risk Factors Considered in the
Intervention. Interventions were provided for the bathroom/
toilet, bedroom, and living room, which, in nonintervention
studies, had been identified as frequent fall locations. In five
[32, 33, 35, 37, 38] out of seven studies, interventions were
provided for the bathroom; in three studies, for the toilet
[35, 37, 38]; and in five studies, for the bedroom [33, 35-38].
When the removal of rugs/carpets was regarded as an in-
tervention for the living room [32], in three studies
[32, 35, 37, 38], interventions were provided for the living
room. Although the differences in fall location according to
general characteristics such as older people’s gender [29], age
[29], community setting [36], and health status [38] were
identified in three nonintervention studies, there were no
tailored interventions based on these characteristics.

In five studies, interventions were provided for slipping
and tripping, identified as frequent fall situations through
nonintervention studies. Interventions for slipping included
the improvement of smooth floors/surfaces [37, 38], antislip
mats [32, 35, 38], and antislip shoes [34, 38]. Interventions
for tripping included the removal of obstacles in walkways
such as loose carpet/rug/cord [32, 34, 35, 37, 38] and repair
of damaged floors [32, 38] (Table 3).

4, Discussion

Through this comprehensive systematic review, we provide
a broad overview of the environmental risk factors for home
falls among community-dwelling frail older people. Studies
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were included if they measured environmental risk factors or
environmental interventions to reduce home falls. Overall,
despite the emphasis on the risk of home falls among frail
older people, there is a lack of environmental approaches to
identify home hazards and improve home safety.

4.1. Needs for Intervention Depending on Home Environment
Characteristics. In this systematic review, we investigated
the location and identified situations that constituted the
main mechanism of home falls. In most studies [32, 35-38],
interventions focused on the bathroom/toilet, bedroom, and
living room, where falls occur most frequently, and slipping
and tripping, which are frequent causes of home falls. In
addition, when an intervention including lighting or grab
rails, which indirectly contribute to slipping/tripping, was
considered, all studies provided interventions for situations
in which falls occur frequently. However, although the
previous studies [31, 39] have reported differences in fall risk
location and situation according to frail older people’s
community setting, participants’ characteristics were not
reflected in interventional studies. As the approach to the
home environment should be based on regional and/or
cultural characteristics [31], it is necessary to link the en-
vironmental factors identified in each country with the
contents of environmental interventions. The regional and/
or cultural characteristics of home environments should be
considered when assessing the home falls risk and planning
interventions to reduce those risks. For example, through the
analysis of nonintervention studies, bathrooms and/or toi-
lets were identified as locations where home falls occurred
most frequently [26, 28, 29]. However, in some countries,
there is a cultural difference in that the bathroom and toilet
are not separate, and the risk of falls may increase owing to
slippery floors because toilets are used wet, unlike in other
countries where they are used dry [40]. Chen et al. [39]
suggested that it may be more effective to reflect regional
and/or cultural characteristics when planning interventions
to prevent falls in community-dwelling older people.
Therefore, it will be helpful to evaluate the home environ-
ment of frail older people using an environmental assess-
ment tool that reflects the cultural environment and
residential characteristics.

In the US and South Korea, both the evaluation of
environmental factors through nonintervention studies and
the provision of environmental interventions through in-
tervention studies were conducted. In Gill et al.’s [32] study
conducted in the US, interventions were provided to assess
and make recommendations regarding participants’ home
environments. Gill et al. [32] included the removal of loose
rugs in the walking path, placement of nonskid mats in the
bathroom, repair of walking stairways, and installation of
adaptive equipment in bathrooms. These contents of in-
tervention programs seem to reflect the fall risk factors
identified in nonintervention studies in the US. However, it
is necessary to address the lack of intervention in bedrooms.
In Northridge et al.’s [28] nonintervention study conducted
in the US, it was identified that first falls occurred in various
locations (e.g., bedroom, 25%; dining room, 22%; and
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kitchen, 8%), whereas later falls were largely confined to the
bedroom and that older people who encountered loose grab
bars had significantly increased rates of falls compared with
those who did not. These results are consistent with those of
the previous studies investigating the environmental factors
of falls in older people in the US [41, 42]. Moreland et al. [41]
found that the most frequent falls in the home occurred in
bedrooms, bathrooms, and on the stairs. Therefore, pre-
vention of falls in the bedroom should be emphasized. In
Tchalla et al’s [36] study in France, a night light path was
installed in the participants’ bedrooms to prevent home falls;
significant results were obtained. In the future study, it
would be meaningful to confirm the effect of applying such
an intervention to the bedrooms of older people in the US.

In a nonintervention study conducted in South Korea,
Yoo et al. [31] emphasized that the home environmental
safety score of rural-dwelling older people was significantly
lower than that of their urban counterparts and that they
experienced more falls. Yoo et al. [31] explained that there
was a difference in the frequency of falls depending on the
floor conditions of the bathroom, kitchen, and living room.
In addition, slipping, tripping over obstacles, and false
stepping were situations that increased the risk of falls
among rural-dwelling older people. Yoo et al.’s [31] findings
are consistent with those of the previous studies revealing
that slipping was the most common injury mechanism in
home falls among older people (81.9%) [43] and that
compared to urban houses, rural houses often have
thresholds and conventional toilets with slippery floors that
are risk factors for falls [44]. In the South Korean in-
tervention study included in this review [38], home envi-
ronmental safety for rural-dwelling older people was
investigated, with the provision of interventions to advance
knowledge related to the causes of falls and ways to prevent
them in bathrooms, kitchens, living rooms, and bedrooms.
However, no specific details were presented regarding in-
terventions that were used to control slipping and tripping,
emphasized as fall mechanisms in older people in South
Korea. Even within the same country, it is necessary to
confirm what kind of environmental hazards exist
depending on the community setting; studies should reflect
this by providing active interventions, such as removing risk
factors and installing assistive devices such as night lights.

Comparative studies should be conducted on
community-dwelling frail older people in each country or
residential area. These studies are expected to help identify
not only home fall risk factors that can be universally applied
regardless of the country, residential area, or housing
structure but also home fall risk factors that need to be
considered specifically according to the residential area and
housing structure. It will be helpful to include the home fall
risk factors introduced in this review and reflect the cultural
environment of each country.

4.2. Multidisciplinary and Multicomponent Approach to
Intervention. In only four studies [33-36] that included
multidisciplinary interventions, statistically significant effects
were observed, confirming the importance of providing



Health & Social Care in the Community

environmental interventions with multidisciplinary teams. As
falls are caused by the complex interaction of biological, be-
havioral, environmental, and socioeconomic risk factors [12],
it is important for experts from various disciplines to consider
all these factors to identify fall risks. In this study, “multi-
component intervention” refers to an approach other than
environmental, such as physical health, physical activity, social
functioning, and cognitive functioning. In six of the seven
intervention studies, there was a multicomponent in-
tervention, and in one study [35], only environmental in-
terventions were used to prevent home falls. Falls are caused by
a combination of individual and environmental factors, and it
is known that managing multiple factors is more effective than
managing one factor [45]. In most intervention studies in this
review, complex interventions were provided. According to
the results of a recent systematic literature review on multi-
factorial interventions for preventing falls among older people,
environmental modification is a key component of effective
multifactorial fall prevention interventions [45]. Therefore, if
multidisciplinary experts cooperate to provide a multicom-
ponent intervention that focuses on environmental in-
tervention as a key element, it will help lower home falls
among frail older people. The results of this review reveal that
few studies have provided environmental interventions for
older people. As the intervention outcomes are different in
each study, additional research is needed.

4.3. Need for Participant Engagement and Comprehensive
Assessment. Individualized approaches or participation of
older people were mentioned in only two [32, 34] of the seven
intervention studies. Gill et al. [32] developed detailed al-
gorithms and decision-making rules to assess older people’s
home environments and link the evaluation results with
recommended interventions. The principles of the in-
tervention program included the following: the assessment
protocol should be useful in identifying the interventions
most relevant for individual participants, and it should be
tailored to the combination of comorbidities, contraindica-
tions, and personal preferences of a diverse group of frail older
people. In addition, after the intervention program, individual
compliance was monitored, questions were answered, and
encouragement was provided. In another study, Luck et al.
[34] provided individualized interventions and recommen-
dations for managing identified risk factors and allowed
relatives to participate in the counseling process. In addition,
in cases of noncompliance with the recommendations, ob-
stacles and facilitators were assessed, and additional support
was provided. In other intervention studies, there were no
specific details on how the evaluation results were connected
to the intervention and whether the opinions of older people
or their families were reflected in the process of providing the
intervention. In order to adequately reflect the situation of
older people and their families and to provide the desired
intervention, investigators studying falls among older people
should use standardized definitions to train evaluators and
assess environmental hazards. In the process of approaching
risk factors in the home environment, the opinions of older
people and their families should be reflected.
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A comprehensive standardized assessment tool per-
taining to the participants’ functional and environmental
characteristics and needs could be helpful. Using a stan-
dardized assessment tool is beneficial not only in integrating
the results but also in increasing individuals’ participation by
exposing the fall risk factors to them [46]. Structured as-
sessment tools raise older people’s awareness of fall risk
factors in general [46], and community health workers can
educate older people about their assessment outcomes and
specific circumstances. Environmental interventions for fall
prevention should consider each individual’s specific situ-
ation rather than just environmental control. Furthermore,
it is important to provide interventions that can maximize
the interaction between the individual and the environment
by focusing on the modification of the environment based
on the functional limitations of each individual [7, 47, 48].

In seven out of the 14 studies (three noninterventions
and four interventions), environmental hazards were
assessed using structured tools [27, 28, 31, 32, 35, 37, 38].
These assessment tools were used to evaluate risk factors in
the bathroom [28, 31, 32, 37, 38], living room [28, 31, 37, 38],
kitchen [31, 37, 38], stairs [31, 37, 38], and bedrooms
[28, 37]. The evaluated risk factors included tripping hazards
[28, 31, 32, 37, 38] such as carpets, rugs, and clutter; furniture
[28, 31, 32, 38] such as beds, chairs, and sofas; storage
problems [28, 31, 32, 38] such as the location of storage and
the number of storage spaces; bathroom particulars
[28, 31, 32, 38] such as grab bar, slip mat, and handrails; floor
[31, 32, 37, 38]; shoes [31, 38]; and lighting [32, 37]. A
structured assessment of the home environment is a major
component of fall prevention strategies [49]. If environ-
mental factors are assessed without using standardized as-
sessment tools, the contents of the environmental factors are
so different that it is difficult to integrate the results and plan
interventions applicable in practice. Therefore, in future
studies, there should be a focus on the locations and situ-
ations commonly emphasized as risk factors in the previous
studies, and the functional characteristics and needs of the
participants for comprehensive assessment should be
reflected.

Furthermore, a living laboratory approach, which creates
a safe environment to prevent home falls that reflects the risk
and needs of the participants based on a comprehensive
evaluation, may be helpful. A living laboratory is a physical
or virtual space that solves societal challenges by bringing
together various stakeholders for collaboration and collec-
tive ideation [50]. Through living laboratories, community
health workers and policymakers can identify older people’s
needs, preferences, and expectations. In addition, older
people can be aware of their quality of life and the change in
perceptions of their own needs and ways of thinking [51].

4.4. Implications for Practice. The locations in the home
where most falls occurred were the bathroom/toilet, bed-
room, and living room, and the situations were slipping and
tripping. The most common intervention was to provide
advice or counseling, as well as information to enhance
knowledge after visiting the homes of frail older people and
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evaluating environmental factors that can affect home falls.
Environmental interventions provided by a team of multi-
disciplinary experts and an active intervention to install
lighting in the home were effective. To enhance the effec-
tiveness of intervention programs, when planning an in-
tervention, the home environment should be evaluated
considering the functional characteristics and needs of the
older people, and factors related to the location and situation
wherein most falls occur should be included as major items
to be evaluated. Subsequently, it will be effective to provide
active interventions by a team of multidisciplinary experts
based on the participation of the older people and their
family members.

In addition, although assessment of environmental
factors and provision of advice and related information
through home visits are common, active interventions such
as installing devices in homes have rarely been conducted.
This may be owing to the upfront costs of environmental
modification interventions [52]. However, according to the
previous studies, home safety assessment and modification
interventions may produce considerable health gains and be
cost-effective at the health district level [52]. Targeting en-
vironmental interventions to community-dwelling frail
older people may be even more cost-effective and the best
option to prevent home falls in resource-constrained
situations.

In the analysis, all the studies in which the intervention
effect was statistically significant were provided by mul-
tidisciplinary teams. Frailty is an intrinsic risk factor for
home falls, and falls cause additional frailty for older people
who are already frail, so a proactive approach is needed to
prevent a vicious cycle. A comprehensive, multidisciplinary
community health team that can identify environmental
and personal risks can lead to effective exploration and
mitigation plans that reduce the fall risk. For example,
nurses can perform fall risk assessments along with the
evaluation of other physiological factors such as cognition,
concomitant chronic disease status, and adherence to
treatment [53]. Occupational therapists may focus on the
condition of footwear, a cluttered home environment, or
unsafe furniture arrangements [54]. Social workers may
focus on psychological aspects such as problem perception,
family support, or availability of community resources [53].
Pharmacists can evaluate the potential effects of drugs on
falls and interactions that influence frailty and fall risk
factors.

4.5. Limitations and Future Research. This review has some
limitations. Few studies entail environmental interventions
for frail older people, and there is considerable heterogeneity
in the definition of this population and the environmental
approaches in the literature included in the analysis. In
future research, standardized tools should be used to include
frail older people and evaluate the home environment to
draw integrated conclusions.

In addition, in most intervention studies, environmental
risk factor assessment and environmental modification were
only one part of a multicomponent intervention and the
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contents of the environmental intervention were only par-
tially presented. Future studies should make more active use
of designs for evaluating multicomponent interventions.
One way to accomplish this would be to divide the evalu-
ation into three groups as follows: provided only as envi-
ronmental intervention, provided only as individual
intervention such as exercise intervention, and provided as
both environmental and individual intervention. If the effect
of each component is checked by dividing it into each group,
it will be possible to provide more complete information on
detailed evaluation and modification of groups focusing on
environmental approaches.

5. Conclusion

The home environment is increasingly being emphasized as
a key factor in home falls among frail older people. In this
systematic review, we identified the environmental risk
factors associated with home falls in community-dwelling
frail older people and confirmed how such findings can be
applied to interventions. Through a review of non-
interventional studies, it was confirmed that the most risky
location for home falls among frail older people living in the
community was the bathroom/toilet and the most risky
situation was slipping/tripping. These risk factors were dealt
with relatively well in the intervention studies. However,
because home falls are influenced by regional factors, such as
cultural background and house characteristics, it is necessary
to assess environmental risk factors for each community
setting and provide interventions that take into account the
residences of older people. In addition, comprehensive
standardized environmental evaluations should be con-
ducted considering the functional characteristics and needs
of the older people, with their participation in the in-
tervention process.

Data Availability

The data supporting this systematic review are from pre-
viously reported studies and datasets, which have been cited.
The processed data are available frome the reference section
[24-37].

Additional Points

What is known about this topic? (i) Falls seriously affect the
health of older people. (ii) Frail older people are exposed to
indoor environmental risks, and nonfrail older people are
exposed to outdoor environmental risks. (iii) Environ-
mental interventions can help reduce home falls in com-
munity-dwelling frail older people What this paper adds?
(i) Nonintervention studies showed that the bathroom/
toilet was the location with the highest risk of home falls.
(ii) Intervention studies included locations and situations
that nonintervention studies had identified as a high fall
risk as environmental factors. (iii) The most common in-
terventions entailed information provision and environ-
mental risk evaluation, and a few studies included practical
modifications of the home environment based on
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participants’ situations. (iv) All studies where the in-
tervention effect was statistically significant were con-
ducted by multidisciplinary teams.
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