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— Abstract—

Developing a conceptual framework
for a nursing curriculum

Cho, Won Jung® - Kim, So YaJa* - Oh, Ka Sil*
Yoo, Ji Soo* - Whang, Ae Ran*
Kim, Hae Sook* + Ko, Il Sun*

In order to prepare for the coming twenty first
Century and to meet changing societal dedmands
and health needs, it is necessary Lo develop a new
conceptual framework for curriculum the colleges of
nursing. The specific objectives of this project were
to ; 1) address the problem areas of the existing cur-
riculum which were identified in the first phase of
this study :2) develop a conceptual framework
which will meet faculty, student and societal needs
; and 3) identify the content of the curriculum,

In order to accomplish the objectives, the curricu-
lum committee held 30 weekly meetings during the
period of October, 1992 and December, 1993, There
also were two workshops with college of nursing fac-
ulty members.

The Philosophy and objectives of education were
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revised on the basis of the essential concepts of
nursing ; human being, nursing, environment, and
health. From these basic concepts, six essential
components were identified for the conceptual
framework. These were nuring process, communi-
cation, professional roles, client, and nursing. These
six components are interrelated in the curriculum,
The complex interrelationship among the six
components were presented on horizontal and verti-
cal axes, Concepts related to steady improvement
were put on a vertical axis. For example, concepts of
client, health, and nursing are included in all levels
of nursing curriculum and students are expected to
retain and accumulate more complex contents as
they progress in curriculum,

Concepts on the horizontal axis are nursing pro-
cess, communication, and professional roles. These
concepts are unique to nursing and are common to
any level of curriculum, Students are expected to
study these concepts through all levels of the cur-
riculum, It is expected that the objectives of the
college of nursing will be accomplished when the
courses and content of the curriculum are based on

this conceptual fremework.



