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[ABSTRACT]

Analysis of medical malpractice litigation related to

the Healthcare-Associated Infection in Korea*
: Focusing on lawsuit materials From 2011 to 2016

Woo, Yeon Hee**Kim, So Yoon¥

This study was conducted to identify the current status of litigation related to the
healthcare-associated infection and the causes of accidents, and to suggest measures to prevent
recurrence. Quantitative and qualitative analysis were performed on 94 medical litigation judgments
related to healthcare-associated infections from 2011 to 2016. In the final analysis, the average
duration of litigation was 4.12 years. As for the status of litigation, the most common case was
the completion of the first trial (61 cases, 64.9%). As a result of the final judgment, there were
60 cases (63.8%) of partial wins, and the average amount of damages was 57,498,339 won.

The most common negligence that resulted in damages was violation of the duty of care (55
cases, 58.5%), and in the analysis by type of the defendant medical institution, the most common
was a clinic(52 cases, 55.3%).

The judgment was classified into infection control system and infrastructure, and infection control
activities before and after healthcare-associated infections occurred, and as a result of qualitative
analysis, medical disputes by unlicensed persons and violation of the duty of care by medical
personnel for infection control were found.

In order to reduce litigation related to healthcare-associated infections, strengthening of infection

* This article is a summarized and revised research paper citing of Yeonhee Woo’s master’s thesis (2020)
Review of medical malpractice lawsuits related to the Healthcare-Associated Infection in Korea(Focusing
on lawsuit materials From 2011 to 2016).

** Doctoral course in Medical Law and Ethics, Yonsei Univ.

¥ Professor, Department of Medical Law and Ethics, Department of Medical Humanities and Social science,
Yonsei University; Director, Asian Institute for Bioethics and Health Law; Professor, Department of
Global Health, Graduate School of Public Health, Yonsei Univ.



control capabilities of healthcare providers, and strengthening of infection prevention and control
systems and infrastructures of individual medical institutions should be prioritized.
For this, it will be necessary to provide legal basis and support at the national level, and to

establish an organic cooperative system with academic societies and functional groups.

Key words: hospital acquired infection, nosocomial infection, healthcare-associated infection,

cause analysis, Medical litigation



