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Table 1. The frequency of laterality of the psychogenic
somatic symptoms (%)

Table 3. The frequency of laterality of chief complaints
according to the socio-demographic vaiables

lek  Right  Both

Cheif complaints* 38(62.3) 12(19.7) 11 (18.0)

Total symptoms

complained by patientses &7 (56:1) 25 (16.1) 43(277)

Number of patients

* ¥*=13.52, df=1, p < 0.05
*x?=17.40, df=1, p < 0.05

’PZ. The frequency of laterality according to the

chief somatic symptoms (%)
' Left Right Both

Headache* 19 (70.3) 6(22.2) 2(74)
Pain* 10 (76.9) 1(7.7) 2(54)
Paresthesia 3(27.3) 3(27.3) 5(454)
Paralysis 3(60.0) 2 (40.0) 0(0)
Tremer 2 (100) 0(0) 0(0)
Weakness 0(0) 0(0) 0(0)

*x?=10.70, df=4, p < 0.05

4 ot
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2 U W 1 wiEss zhzt 38(62.3%). 12319,
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g xS0 3AE MM F4 BYE S i
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GZo9] 327t 43(27.75)A R HAl FFAl FH3l
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HE EL 95 HA 293 FEAAE Hole F8 X
2R AA FAEY AEE Table 29 21 oy
ZA4ES ZoAA FE3 78 TEwo] A3 FHE T
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e by

Left Right Both Total

Sex

Male 19 2 4 25

Female 19 10 7 36
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Protestant 16 3 5 24

None 12 7 2 21

Buddhism 7 2 2 11

Chatholic 3 0 2 5
Marital status*

Married 34 11 8 53

Not married 4 1 2 7

Widow 0 0 1 1
Residence

Urban 32 1 10 53

Rural 6 1 1 8
Birth place

Urban 11 6 3 20

Rural 27 6 8 41
Occupation

Housewife 14 7 5 26

Employee 7 2 5 26

Commerce 7 2 1 10

Labpr 6 0 1 7

Farmer 3 0 0 3

Student 0 4] 0 2

None 1 1 0 2

3= Table 3, Table 49 21},
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A, HANA, AEVIZE, $2, X571, 70N
FAHLE FIF 2ol & BolA) £3ATHp > 0.05).
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B 0 s A9 4881(78.7%) ey HA] Z ot
off oAl Frol gt ol Kol egtri(p> 0.05).
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Table 4. The means of socio-demographic variables according to chief complaint site (years)
Left Right Both Total
Age 4184+ 9.72 41.214+9.99 43.67+ 8.50 42.00+10.61
Duration of eduction 10.47+ 3.42 11.6813.46 1091+ 3.65 10.69+ 3.42
Duration fo marriage 15.68+10.06 17.501+9.30 16.81+10.47 16.25+ 9.86
Duration of illness 6.05+ 6.38 5.00+4.41 5.00t 5.23 "5.72+ 5.79

Table 5. Laterality of somatic symptoms and diagnasis
(%)

Left  Right Both  Total

Major depression 18 (48.4) 6 (50.0) 6 (54.5) 30 (40.9)
Somatization disorder 11(28.9)4 (33.3) 2 (18.1)17 (27.9)
Panic disorder 6(45.8) 2 (16.7) 3(27.3)11 (18.0)
Generalized anxiety

disorder 3(790(000(00) 3(7.9

ot Zof(4.9%) At} AN Ao g FH$- WAl
Table 59} 2t} Zk Add FA$ AAE: FAHoR &
23] estrk(p> 0.05).

12]1 Hamilton $& X Hamilton ¢ A%
Mol ulg ¢ HAjE= Table 654 2t} 2 e &
Z7o] ghou BAH o Fofdt AolE Holx] Rt
AeH(p> 0.05).
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oA $&o UEbEE Huslgth Fallk 2 Sigal

Table 6. The means of Hamilton depression score and
Hamilton anxiety score according to the
psychogenic symptom site

k-

Left Right Both
Score of HDS 23.7+9.0 206+89 26.6+8.7
Score of HAS 199456 17.2x52 229457

HDS : Hamilton depression scale
HAS : Hamilton anxiety scale
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—ABSTRACT

Laterality of Psychogenic Somatic Symptoms

Byung-Ook Lee, M.D., Sung-Kil Min, M.D., Kee Namkoong, M.D.
Department of Psychiatry, Yonsei University College of Medicine, Seoul

Objects - The purpose of this study was to examine chief somatic complaints and their correla-
tion to laterality in the body, and severity of anxiety and depression.

Methods : The sixty-one patients were examined. The diagnostic criteria used was DSM-III-
R. The severity of depression and anxiety was assessed with Hamilton’s depression scale and
Hamilton’s anxiety scale, respectively. The demographic data of the subjects were also analyzed.

Results - The chief psychogenic somatic symptoms that were complained by patients occurred
significantly more on the left side than on the right side(Left : Right : Both=623% : 197% : 18.
0% ). Headache was the most common somatic symptoms and headache and other symptoms
were significantly more on the left. The demographic data did not make a difference between
the left and right-sided groups. The diagnosis did not make a difference between the left and
right-sided groups. The score of anxiety or depression were higher in the lefi-sided group than
the right-sided group, but not statistically significant.

Conclusions : These results suggest that the laterality of psychogenic somatic symptoms seems
to be more related with left hemisphere.
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