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The purpose of this study is to discuss the main principles and concepts of social constructivism, examine Corresponding author

the literature on the application of social constructivism in medical education, and explore the meaning Youngjon Kim

and limitations of the utilization of social constructivism with learning theory. A literature search was carried Department of Medical Education,
out in two stages, utilizing PubMed, CINAHL and Education Source databases. The first search included Wonkwang University College of
both fields (social constructivism AND medical education), while the second search was performed by subject Medicine, 460 Iksan-daero, lksan
(Vygotsky or ZPD or zone of proximal development or scaffolding AND medical education). A total of 96 54538, Korea

papers were found through the first and second searches, and after reviewing the abstracts of all 96 papers, Tel: +82-63-850-6763

Fax: +82-63-850-7310
E-mail: Youngjonkim?77@wku.ac.kr
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0445-526X

41 papers were deemed suitable for research purposes. In medical education, social constructivism is applied
in areas such as (1) social and cultural behaviors (hidden curriculum), (2) social construct of “meaning”
(dialogue and discourse), (3) learner’s identity transformation (expert), and (4) instructional intervention

(ZPD and scaffolding). Social constructivism has provided many ideas to explore in terms of the composition Received: April 29, 2020
of knowledge in the sociocultural context of health care, but it has not demonstrated an explicit instructional Ist revised: June 5, 2020
method or educational effects. Accepted: June 12, 2020
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*» Language: English
* Term: 1999-2019
Search

* Database: PubMed, CINAHL Plus with Full Text, Education Source

education)

(Social constructivism) AND (medical SU (Vygotsky or zone of proximal development

or scaffolding) AND SU (medical education)

:

!

125 Studies identified

17 Studies identified

Identification

.

45 Exeluded for duplication

I Excluded for duplication

96 Studies screened
Screening |
35 Determined irreverent from title and abstracts
Review 41 Studies reviewed

Figure 1. The process of study selection.

CINAHL (Cumulative Index to Nursing and Allied Health
Literature), Education Sourceo|tHFigure 1). 74 ¢oj= Hgojg
Agste] =of wet F Xpol] 24 $¥= ek 12 A ALS]
2 Fdp0l9] Q1A 20| oJgtugo] wigloflA] ofEA| ofelE] 1 Qli=
A] EIsk= Ao] FHo|giek Sl Aggt HlolEjdo] Aol BE
FrAMo 2 (social constructivism or social constructionist or
social constructivist) AND (medical education or medical school
or medical students or medical curriculum or medical student
education or clinical education)& A&}k 22} AL AlS| 2]
TdFele] e ido] olstugol ofgA| A-gE=A] ERlskAt
steich 5L glojefyjo] o Ao HM o= (Vygotsky or ZPD
or zone of proximal development or scaffolding) AND (medical
education or medical school or medical students or medical
curriculum or medical student education or clinical education)S
MBS 12; AAolA= 125717F AR, FE=-g A€
St 80709 =& ERISISITh 221 Ao A= 17709 shaAd
% SE=H 18 A9, F 16719 AEE ERlskch Ax=
% 9o7H9] SR 253 RISt (1) gkl X|aut $xtus,
2 A, AZF, ez A (3) /AR A FdFo] o] 2o
B}y g dle AlQlsk F 4199 A= stk 71
Aoz Y Wk eblsky] 98] RISS (Korea Education and
Research Information Service)S o|85ko] “ARR|A A9
(AND) oJstwg" o2 FAo]E Ay, KoreaMedS S5
“social constructivist Vygotsky or ZPD or zone of proximal

development or scaffolding or social constructivist” ¢] FAo]S
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