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THE TREATMENT OF VITILIGO WITH THIN SPLIT THICKNESS
SKIN GRAFT AFTER DERMABRASION

YongHoon Chi, M.D., Suk Won Kim, M.D., SungHwan Cho, M.D.,
Hoon Bum Lee, M.D., Kuek Sun Shin, M.D.

Department of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery

College of Medicine, Yonsei University

Vitiligo is a common acquired progressive depigmented disease. The treatment modalities are
cosmatic masking agents. psoralen photochemotherapy(psoralens + UVA), Trimethoxypsoralen.
topical steroid injection and melanocyte grafting. Various procedures have been adopted for this
disease not responding to medical therapy. The epidermal grafts have been used for the
treatment of vitiligo. but the result was not acceptable due to the small amount of obtainable
epidermis per one procedure. Recently, it is reported that epithelial sheet grafting after
dermabrasion of vitilige lesion s available treatment method for vitiligo. We applied thin split
thickness skin gralt after dermabrasion to the five cases of non progressive vitiligo. not
responding to medical therapy. We had good postoperative results. The lesion sites were
repigmented. The complications of this operation were slight uneveness and hyperpigmentation,
which subsided as time gose by. This method can be a good choice for patient with stable type

of vitiligo.
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Table I Case summmy

Sex/Agv Lession Size(em) Previous treatment
/20 Forehead 5%9 PUVA
F/18 Groimn 13x5,12%8 PUVA. topical & oral steroid
F/40 Neck AxH Topical & oral steroid
F/41 Chest X8 Topical & oral steroid
F/24 Forehead X8 PUVA., topical & oral steroid
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Fig. 2.
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Fig. 3. rdhoveilitiligo on the anterior chesi. preoperative

view (Below) 3 month after operation
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