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abuse.

Child sexual abuse (CSA) is one of the most crucial health and social problems. CSA has com-
plicated issues related to mental, physical, sociocultural and legal perspectives, and social wel-
fare in children and their families. Several psychopathologies following CSA have been reported
as an immediate or short-term sequela, including fearfulness, anxiety-related symptoms, dissoci-
ation, and depression. Further, victimized adolescents have been reported to exhibit increased
multiple problematic behaviors, such as suicidality, sexual dissatisfaction, uncontrolled sexual
behaviors, aggression, and illegal drugs or substance abuse, as well as elevated risk of re-vic-
timization. Nation-funded Sunflower Centers have provided comprehensive services for victims
of sexual abuse since 2004. It is conducted in the form of one-stop services by psychiatrists,
psychologists, social workers, family therapists, art therapists, police officers, and counseling
lawyers at 41 Sunflower Centers. The following issues for child welfare are further elaborated: 1)
standardization of practice guidelines to manage trauma-related psychopathology through per-
sistent government-lead research and investments for victims of CSA, 2) establishment of a
nation-based agenda to manage and prevent CSA, 3) establishment of a multi-center nation-
based cohort system for research and management of victims of CSA and their families, 4)
governmental integration of Sun Flower service for CSA and services for child protection and
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Table 1. Characteristics of sexual abuse and offender in Seoul Sun-
flower Children’s Center cohorts: initial data (n=39)

Variable n (%)

Type of sexual assault

Molestation 28 (71.8)

Rape 10 (25.6)

Witness 1(2.6)
Multiplicity of sexual assault

Single 5(38.5)

Multiple 24 (61.5)
Experiencing periods of sexual assault

<1year 22 (56.4)

>1 year 7 (43.6)
Relationship with victim

Family member 13 (33.3)

Acquaintance 21 (53.8)

Stranger 5(12.8)
Age group of offender

Adult 24 (61.5)

Minority 15 (38.5)
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Fig. 1. Service system for sexual abuse at Sunflower Center.
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