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Fig. 1. Mammography on craniocaudal view shows a lobular circumscribed mass on upper outer portion of right breast.
Fig. 2. Mammography on mediolateral oblique view shows a round circumscribed mass with microcalcification on up-
per outer portion of left breast(arrow).
Fig. 3. Mammography on craniocaudal view shows a round spiculated mass on upper inner portion of left breast.
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Fig. 4. Pure mucinous breast carcinoma. Pathologic speci-
men shows the well-differentiated nests of tumor floating
in pools of mucin(H/E, X 200).
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Clinical and Mammographic Findings in Pure Mucinous Breast Carcinoma’

Ho Seok Kim M.D., Eun-Kyung Kim M.D., Ki Keun Oh M.D.
Sang-Heum Kim M.D., Yong-woon Shim M.D., Yon Kwon IThn M.D.
Byung Chan Lee M.D.?, Yong Hee Lee M.D.?

Tyonsei University, College of Medicine, Department of Diagnostic Radiology
%Y onsei University, College of Medicine, Department of General Surgery
Yonsei University, College of Medicine, Department of Pathology

Purpose:The purpose of this study was to review the clinical and mammographic findings of
pure mucinous breast carcinoma.

Materials and Methods:In ten patients diagnosed as suffering from pure mucinous breast carci-
noma, we reviewed the clinical and mammographic findings. They were aged between 36 and 72
(mean 46.3) years; nine were female and one was male. To describe breast mass, we used the ter-
minology of the Breast Imaging-Reporting and Data System developed by the American College of
Radiology.

Results: All patients had palpable masses. The long-axis diameter of the tumors was between 1.0
and 7.0(mean, 2.81)cm, and in two patients, tumors were multiple. No cases involved metastatic
axillary lymph nodes. During the follow-up period of 2 to 78(mean, 36.3) months, no patient died.
Mammographic findings included lobular circumscribed masses in four patients, round or oval
circumscribed masses in three a lobular microlobulated mass in one, a round microlobulated mass in
one and a round spiculated mass in one. Microcalcifications were noted in two cases. Architectural
distortion and nipple retraction were each found in one patient.

Conclusion:On mammography, pure mucinous breast carcinoma was most commonly seen as a
lobular or round circumscribed mass;these masses were palpable and clinical prognosis was rela-
tively good.

Index words: Breast neoplasms, diagnosis
Breast radiology

Address reprint requests to : Hoseok Kim M.D., Dept. of Diagnostic Radiology, Yonsei University, College of Medicine
# 134, Shinchon-Dong Seodaemun-Ku, Seoul, 120-752, Republic of Korea.
Tel. 82-2-361-5837 Fax. 82-2-393-3035
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