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Problems of Transfusion-related HIV Infection

June Myung Kim, M.D.

Department of Internal Medicine, Yonsei University College of Medicine

Transmission of infectious diseases through transfusion is a fatal adverse re-
action, and recently numerous cases of HIV infection have occurred which lead
to serious medical disputes. These medical disputes are extended to law suits,
and the judgements provoke various problems in medical and legal aspects, as
well as in social and ethical aspects. According to a precedent case of the Su-
preme Court, in the case of transfusion-related HIV infection, the Korean Red
Cross were obliged to compensate for the damage because the Korean Red
Cross were to be responsible for the selection of adequate blood donors
through necessary questionnaires and explanations. Also, the involved hospital
was to pay for consolation for the lack of sufficient explanation of the possi-
bility of transmission of infections although it may be rare.

The Korean Red Cross are not absolutely innocent, but considering the re-
ality that there is a shortage of supply compared to the demand of blood
products, such situation may have been inevitable, and also considering the
scientific limitation in the discrimination of HIV seropositivity, the above
judgement may have been a requirement of an excessive responsibility of cau-
tion. On the hospital’s standpoint, because transfusion is usually done in an
emergent medical situation, the patient may have to be responsible on deciding
on the need for transfusion despite the dangers, and to explain the risks on
each and every transfusion in such an emergent situation is unrealistic. There-
fore, admitting the responsibility of 'unfulfillment of the obligation to explain
prior to treatment’ on the hospital side is inadequate.

However, victims, who have been infected unexpectedly to the dreadful dis-
ease, HIV infection, would want any kind of compensation. So every blood
product should be imposed with a certain amount of fund which should be re-
served to provide for the compensation of HIV infection through transfusion.
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