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A Case of Nocardiosis in Patient with Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia

Jae Youn Cheong, M.D.', Yun Woong Ko, M.D.", So Young Chong, M.D.",
Yun Sop Chong, M.D.2, Yoo Hong Min. M.D." and Jee Sook Hahn, M.D.’

Department of Internal Medicine', Department of Clinical Pathology’
Yonsei University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

MNocarmiosis 15 an acute, subacute, or chronic infection, most often beginning in the lung, and
usually affects the immunocompromised host, Mocardia! infections are not rare in the United
States, 500 to 1000 cases are recognized each year, but rarely repored in Korea, Disorders
associated with cellular immune dysfunction are the mapor risk factors for nocardiosis. We report
one case of brain and refroperitoneal abscess caused by Nocardia asferoides in patient who has
had a chronic lymphocytic leukemia and diabetes mellitus, with a review of the relevant literature.
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Fig. 1. Abdominal ultrasonogram showes a lar-
ge heterogeneous echoic lesion with irregular
surface in upper pole of left kidnay.

Fig. 2. Abdominal CT scan showes a large
abscess cavity with containing irregular thick-
wall in left kidney.
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Fig. 3. Brain MRI{T1WI) showes well defined and smooth marginated
multiple lesions in left posterior temporal lobe and right occipital lobe. A)

horizontal view, B) coronal view.
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Fig. 4. A) Gram-stained smear of pus showing

gram-positive, beaded,
(Gram stain, =1,000).
B) Modified Ziehl-Meelsen stain showing partial
acid fastness and branching filaments(modified
Ziehl-Neelen stain, =1,000).

branching hyphaes
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