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— Abstract —

Key concept: Korean social support, Yun, Jung,
Do-oom, Sa—-Rang, Mi—-Dum

Identification of Attributes
Constituiting Korean
Social Support *
—Based on Middle~Aged Women —

a3 A A29A A4E

Oh, Kasil** - Oh, Kyong Ok™* - Kim, Jeong Ah****
Lee, Sook Ja***** - Kim, Hee Soon**
Jeong, Chu Ja****** - Park, Young Joo*****

This study was conducted to identify the
attributes constituiting Korean social support and to
validate the results of the previous study ‘Search
for the meaning of social support in Korean Society.’
The informants were 41 Korean middle-aged
women in three cities : Seoul, Daejun and Daeku.
The data were collected through indepth interviews
using the interview guide from Jun. 1994 to Jun.
1995. The interview guide was developed in the
simulated situations of ‘Stroke attack’ which
expected to be in need of social support. The women
were asked to answer what they felt and the appro-
priate terms representing the situations. Data analy-
sis were conducted by content analysis. Conse-
quently, the Korean social support pyramid was
modified as follows ;

Support is the apex of the pyramid. The four sides
of the pyramid are made up of ‘Jung’ (Bound by ties
of affection, regard or shared common experience,
Connectedness), Do-oom(both emotional and ma-
terial help), Mi-dum(Faith or belief in) and
Sa-Rang(Love). The base of the pyramid is ‘yun’
(the basic network of relationships in Korean cul-
ture) that connote the meaning of Eunhae(Benevol-
ence), Euimu(duty, responsibility) and Dori(obli-
gation).

* This study was conducted by Sigma Theta Tau, ‘Social Support’ interest group Members,

* Professor, College of Nursing, Yunsei University
=+ Professor, Dept. of Nursing, Chungnam University
= Professor, Dept. of Nursing, Semyung University
== Professor, College of Nursing, Korea Unijversity
=== Director, Dept. of Nursing, Byukjae Military Hospital.
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