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A Case of Malignant Fibrous Histiocytoma of the Pterygopalatine Fossa

Jung-Pyoe Hong, MD, In-Sup Kim, MD, Moon Suk Kim, MD and Joo-Heon Yoon, MD
Department of Otorhinolaryngology, Yonsei University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

ABSTRACT

Although there are some reports of malignant fibrous histiocytoma arising from the head and neck region, there has been no
reports on the case originating from pterygopalatine fossa. We experienced a case of 29-year old male patient who visited our
hospital with complaints of trismus, periorbital swelling and altered sensation on the left zygomatic area. On physical
examination, he showed hypertrophic left middle turbinate, retracted ear drum, and swollen posterior wall of the
nasopharynx. On computed tomography, he also showed a low density lesion originating from pterygopalatine fossa. Based
on these findings, he was diagnosed with malignant fibrous histiocytoma originating from pterygopalatine fossa. and
underwent radical maxillectomy, marginal mandibulectomy, radical neck dissection, and tracheotomy. (Korean J

Otolaryngol 1999;42:1194-7)
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Fig. 1. Axial CT scan shows destfruction of left pterygopalatine
fossa (arrow).
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Fig. 2. Gadolinium-enhanced T1 weighted axial image of MRI
scan. Left maxillary sinus is filled with tumor mass. Multiple air
bubbles indicating tumor necrosis are noted (arrow).
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Fig. 3. Pathologic findings. St-
oriform and fascicular arran-
gement of spindle cells and
pleomorphic nuclei are noted
(H-E stain, x 100).
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