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The effects of related factors and perception of malocclusion on orthodontic treatment timing
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Dept. of Epidemiclogy & Disease Control, Graduate School of Healfth Science and Management”, Dept, of Biostatistics
College of Medicine”, Dept, of Orthodontics College of Dentisiry®, Graduate School of Health Science and Management”
Yonsei University

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of various factors on orthedontic treatment timing.

A survey was conducted on patients and their parents who were being freated for malocclusion in Y University Dental
Hospital and three private orthodontic clinics in Seoul.

The relationship among the socicdemographic factors, the type and perception of malocclusion, and the psychologic factors
to the timing of the first orthodontic treatment was constructed using multiple regression analysis.

The results will be utilized to promote cooperation by understanding of patient's psychologic condition, f¢ induce the
motivation of early freatment, and to develope the educaticnal programs for the patients and parents by removing the
disturbing factors to select optimal treatment timing.

The 554 samples were obtained, The statistical methods used in the analysis were frequency tables and Chi-square test,

The results were as follows:

1, The highest frequency of the timing to initate the orthedontic treatmeni was in 7-12 ages(mixed dentition) in both
maies and females, but adult patients were moere than patients in permanent dentition(13-18 ages) in females, Also the
treatment timing in males was eatlier than that in females,

2. The treatment timing was early in mother's poor ccclusion and the treatment timing depended on father's iob and
family income,

3. The treatment timing in ‘protrusive lip” and ‘clicking sound in TMJ case was mainly adult stage(after 19 years old),
but remaining of tooth arrangements was started n 7-12 ages. According to malecclusion types, Class III malocclusion
was freated earlier and Class I malocclusion was treated later,

4, The main motivation of treatment was the improvement of facial esthetics. The necessity of treatment was higher, the
treatment was started earlier, The patient and parent’s perception of optimal treatment timing was permanent dentition,
and many patients and parents didn't know the optimal fiming, but beginning time was not different,

The treatment by the urging of family and dentist was started earlier, but treatment decided by patienl was started later.

5. The rate of teasing experiences and types due te malocclusion were different, but the freatment timing was not
different,

This study suggested that more investigation must be carried in educational programs about the first orthodontic

treatment time for patients and parents,
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