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A Case of Pure Trigeminal Motor Neuropathy

Sang-Beom Kim, M.D., Gue-Yong Lee, M.D., Jung-Ho Seo, M.D., Jung-Yong Ahn, M.D.*,
Pyeong Ho Yoon, M.D.", Byung-Ok Choi, M .D., Ok-Joon Kim, M.D.

Department of Neurology, Neurosurgery*, Radiology', Pochon CHA University, College of Medicine, Sungnam, Korea

Pure trigeminal motor neuropathy is a trigeminal motor dysfunction, unaccompanied by trigemina senso-
ry signs and without affecting other cranial nerves. A 61-year-old woman was found to have |eft hemifa-
cial swelling and trigeminal motor paralysis without sensory symptoms. Blink reflex and trigeminal nerve
somatosensory evoked potentials were normal. Needle electromyographic examination showed neuro-
genic changesin the left temporalis and masseter muscles. Brain MRI revealed wasting and fatty degener-
ation of muscles innervated by trigeminal nerve. We report here on a case of pure trigeminal motor neu-

ropathy with areview of the literature.
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Fig. 1. Magnetic resonance image. Wasting and fat replacement of muscles innervated by trigeminal nerve: (a) temporalis, (b) lateral
pterygoid, (c) medial pterygoid, and (d) masseter muscle(A & B axia T2WI).
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