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Table 1. Sociodemographic characteristics.

Group
Characteristic tor x? p value
General population Pastors
Age 276 £ 35 505 = 82 —12.59° <0.001
Sex male 39 8 5.98' 0.014
female 17 14
Marriage no 40 1 25.71' <0.001
yes 16 21
Religion no 22 0 10.17" 0.001
yes 34 22
high 3 0
Economy middle 49 22
low 4 0
*t—test
T x° test
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Table 2. Inernal consistency of TDAS’, DDS! and SsIS' in general population.

Questionnaire Internal consistency
K—-FR' coefficient Cronbach—alpha
before after!

TDAS 0.69

DDS 0.84

SSus 0.78 0.81
biosocial 0.44 0.63
creative 0.85 0.85
spiritual 0.34 0.72
transcending 0.64 0.64
natural 0.49 0.54

*:Templer’s Death Anxiety Scale

1 :Death Depression Scale

1 :Sense of Symbolic Immortality Scale

§ :Kuder —Richardson

Il :after the deletion of 3 sentences that lowering the internal consistency

Table 3. Correlation coefficient between TDAS !, DDS z, SSISsand BDI—K ! .

TDAS DDS SSIS BDI-K
TDAS 0.58° -0.18 0.256
DDS -0.29 0.32°
SSIS —0.62°

*:P<0.05 by Pearson correlation analysis
1 :Templer's Death Anxiety Scale

1 :Death Depression Scale

§ :Sense of Symbolic Immortality Sclae

)} :Korean Beck's Depression Inventory

Table 4. Comparison o SSIS' scores of general population and pastor group.

Group SsIs! score
before aftert
General population 474 + 0.84 475 = 0.76
Pasto goup 528 + 0.64 530 £ 034

*:P <0.01 by t—test
1 :Sense of Symbolic Immortality Scale
1 :after the deletion of 3 sentences that lowering the internal consistency
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— Abstract—

Reliability and validity of Korean templer’s death anxiety
scale, death depression scale and sense of
symbolic immortality scale

An Mi—Ryung M.D., So Ye—Kyung M.D., Ko Byung—Su M.D., Choi Young —Eun M.D.,
Shim Jae—Yong M.D., Lee Hye —Ree M.D.

Department of Family Medicine, Young —Dong Severance Hospital, Yonsei Medical Center

Background : Means to measure death anxiety, death depression and sense of symbolic immor-
tality with approved validity and reliability does not yet exist in Korea.

Methods : Existing English questionnaires such as Templer Death Anxiety Scale (TDAS), Death
Depression Scale (DDS), Sense of Symbolic Immortaligy Scale (SSIS) were translated into Korean
by 5 translators, and then reviewed by 3 non—participants of translation for collegial summary
and this summary was counter —translated again by another 2 non—participants. Another 3 non—
participants of translation and counter—translation were chosen to examine the two sentences of
each item. Then reexamination was done by retranslating and counter—translating the parts with
errors. Aftr pretest on ordinary people. the completed questionnaires were given to medical stu-
dents, residents and nurses of a university hospital. Pastors and missionaries were selected as
comparison group.

Results : Kuder—Richardson or Cronbach—a that represent internal consistency of TDAS, DDS
and SSIs was 0.69, 0.84 and 0.78. The three sentences that lowered internal consistency of SSIS
was deleted. BDI and DDS showed a positive correlation (0.32, P=0.02), suggesting proved con-
struct validity. Correlation coefficient that proves construct validity of TDAS and DDS was 0.54
(P<0.01), of SSIS and TDAS —0.23(P=0.04), of SSIS and DDS —0.29(P=0.01). The TDAS and
DDS(P<0.01), DDS and BDI(P=0.02) have shown a positive correlation were shown. There was
significant difference in the score of SSIS(P<0.01). The same results in cases where the 3 sente-
nces was deleted.

Conclusion : Korean versions of TDAS, DDS and SSIS were reliable and valid.(J Korean Acad
Fam Med 2000;21 : 893 ~900)

Keywords : depression, anxiety, attitude to death, questionnaire, reliability and validity



