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The purpose of this study was to introduce the concept of academic medicine to the medical societies
of Korea and to identify any potential obstacles in the establishment of academic medicine in Korea. The
core concepts of academic medicine include medical education, research, and patient care. Academic medicine
can be practiced in the unique area of healthcare involving medical schools and teaching hospitals by
faculty physicians in the academic medicine field. Through academic medicine, the next generation of healthcare
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professionals is trained, new discoveries can be made, and patients can find new hope for a cure. The Korea

flourishing of academic medicine has resulted in substantial advancements in medicine over the past few
centuries, but at the turn of the 21st century, there was concern that academic medicine was on the
decline. To address this concern, the International Campaign to Revitalize Academic Medicine was established
and announced five scenarios to 2025 to debate the future of academic medicine. Although the system
resembles that of Western medical societies, Korean medical societies were not familiar with academic medicine,
and poor conditions caused by the distorted healthcare system in Korea have actually interfered with the
nurturing of academic medicine. One of the main problems may include less interest in medical education

Tel: +82-2-2286-1189

Fax: +82-2-925-5492

E-mail: heehan@korea.ac.kr
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0374-8690

Received: May 14, 2019
1st revised: June 17, 2019
Accepted: June 18, 2019

and research relative to clinical practice by medical societies and the government. Collaborative efforts from
both medical societies and the government are needed to establish academic medicine successfully in Korea

for a better future.
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Figure 1. Concept figure of academic medicine. From Prescott JE. Supporting
the academic mission in medicine: perspectives from the United States.
Proceedings of the 2017 KAMC Annual Conference: The present and future
of Academic Medicine; 2017 Nov 10; Seoul, Korea. Seoul: Korea Association
of Medical Colleges; 2017 [10].
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Figure 2. Final goal of academic medicine. From Academic Medicine Partners
Portal [Internet]. Singapore: Academic Medicine Partners Portal [cited 2019
Jun 19]. Available from: https://www.academic-medicine.edu.sg/ [11].
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Figure 4. Organization chart of the AAMC. AAMC, Association of American
Medical Colleges.
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Scenario
Characteristic . . . Global academic
Academic Inc. Reformation In the public eye partnership Fully engaged
Description - Academic medicine - All teach, learn, research, - Success comes from - Academic medicine for - Academic medicine

Main features

Medical education

Research

Decision making
and governance

Disadvantages

flurishes in the private
sector

- Medical research,

training, and service are
commercial business
activities

- Private medical schools;

major investment in
information and
communication
technology; some niche
schoals (care of the elderly,
rural medicine, etc.)

- Privatised, takes place in

an array of different
companies; responsive to
the needs of customers

- Corporate governance

- Effiiency and

effectiveness trump
equity; two tier
system—brain drain and
10:90 gap preserved;
innovation may suffer

and improve

- Academic medicine

disappears; research and
education integrated with
health care

- Team work; learning by

doing; competency-based
assessment

- Research and quality

improvement
simultaneous;
translational research
favoured

- Leadership provided by

societies of practitioners
and patients

- Lacks stability because

requires shared values;
decision making could be
slow; individuals

sometimes could not shine

delighting patients, the
public, and media

- Extreme consumerism;

patients govern academic
medicine; continual use of
media

- Conducted by expert

patients; responsiveness
to patients is key value

- Patients determine

priorities, through game
shows or citizens' juries

- Bottom up: patients in

charge

- Advances in science and

technology subject to fads
and fashion; job insecurity
among practitioners; little
requlation of health
information

global health equity

- Global cooperative

networks devoted to
redressing health
inequalities and 10:90 gap

- Centred around improving

global health;
partnerships between
medical schools in
developed and developing
countries

- Public health and basic

science equally valued

- Global governance made

up of institutional
networks, policy makers,
politicians, and the public

- |dealistic; requires

enormous political will
and global cooperation

engages energetically
with all stakeholders

- Strong connections
among patients, policy
makers, practitioners,
and the public

- Medical training is
energized and
community-based;
students help drive the
agenda

- Conducted by groups of
diversely skilled
individuals, including
stakeholders

- Dynamic organizations of
all stakeholders to guide
academic medicine

- Academic medicine may
be perceived as "dumbed
down" may lose elite
status, originality, and
independent thinking

From Awasthi et al.

PLoS Med. 2005;2(7):¢207 [23].
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Figure 6. OECD health statistics 2017. (A) Number of doctor consultations per person, 2000 and 2015 (or nearest year). (B) Estimated number of consultations
per doctor, 2015 (or nearest year). (C) Hospital beds per 1,000 population, 2000 and 2015 (or nearest year). From Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development. OECD health at a glance 2017: OECD indicators [Internet]. Paris: OECD Publishing; 2017 [cited 2019 Jun 19]. Available from:

http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/health_glance-2017-en [29]. OECD, Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development.
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