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Pumpose: The purpose of this study was to analyze trends in published articles from the Journal of Korean Gerontolo-
gical Nursing (JKGN) over the past 6 years 1) to examine use of nursing theories and 2) to provide recommendations
for future gerontolgical nursing studies. Methods: An analysis was done of 153 articles published in JKGN from 2010
to 2015. The analysis focused on research methodology, key words, and nursing theories. Descriptive statistics were
used to examine frequency distribution of research methods and key words. Qualitative analysis was utilized to ana-
lyze application of nursing theories. Results: For the majority of articles quantitative analysis (87.6%) was used and
among meta-paradigm concepts, the most frequently used keyword was health. Only 12 (7.8%) out of 153 articles
provided a theoretical framework from nursing or another discipline. Conclusion: The results show that the application
of theory was limited in the published articles in JKGN over the past 6 years. Therefore, promoting theory application
in gerontological nursing research is necessary for the development of unique nursing knowledge. Additionally, for
improvements in the nursing discipline, especially gerontological nursing, there is a need to encourage nurses doing
research to utilize a variety of research methodologies and methods of data analysis.
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A1(2010~2015)

Table 1. General Characteristics of the Publications in JKGN from 2010 to 2015 (N=153)
. L Total 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Variables Characteristics
n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%)
Total 153 (100.0) 25 (100.0) 24 (100.0) 25 (100.0) 30 (100.0) 29 (100.0) 20 (100.0)
First author Faculty 93 (60.8) 16 (64.0) 16(66.7) 19(76.0) 16(53.4) 17 (58.6) 9 (45.0)
Nurse 6 (3.9) 0(0.0) 2(8.3) 1 (4.0) 1(3.3) 2(6.9) 0 (0.0)
Graduate student 49 (32.0) 28.0) 5(20.8) 4(16.0) 13(43.3) 10(34.5) 10 (50.0)
Others 5(3.3) 8.0) 1(4.2) 1 (4.0) 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 1(5.0)
Corresponding  Faculty 129 (84.3) 76.0) 21(874) 24(9.0) 24(80.0) 26(89.7) 15(75.0)
author Nurse 2(1.3) 0.0) 1(4.2) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 1(5.0)
Graduate student 19 (12.4) 16.0) 142 1(4.0) 6(20.0) 3(10.3)  4(20.0)
Others 3(2.0) 8.0) 1(4.2) 0 (0.0) 0(0.0) 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0)
Study Elders (over 65) 71 (46.4) 48.0) 13(542) 7(28.0) 16(53.3) 13(44.8) 10 (50.0)
participants Elders (Age was not described) 8 (5.2) 4.0) 2(8.3) 2 (8.0) 1(3.3) 1(3.5) 1(5.0)
(life-cycle) Adults 50 (32.8) 240) 8(33.3) 12(48.0) 8(26.7) 9(31.0) 7(35.0)
Elders (have different age 12 (7.8) 8.0) 1(4.2) 3(12.0) 2(6.7) 4(13.8)  0(0.0)
classification)
Others 12 (7.8) 16.0)  0(0.0) 1 (4.0) 3(10.0) 2(6.9) (10.0)
Study Women only 15 (9.8) 4.0) 3(12.5) 4(16.0) 1(3.3) 4 (13.8) (10.0)
participants Men only 2(1.3) 0.0 0(0.0) 1(4.0) 1(3.3) 0(0.0) 0 (0.0)
(gender) Both women and men 111 (72.6) 76.0) 20(83.3) 12(48.0) 22(734) 21(724) 17(85.0)
Not described 25 (16.3) 2000 142 8(32.0) 6(20.0) 4(138) 1(5.0)
Study setting ~ Hospital 30 (19.6) 20.00 3(125) 3(12.0) 8(26.6) 8(27.6) 3(15.0)
Local community 53 (34.6) 36.0) 11(45.8) 8(320) 8(26.6) 11(37.9)  6(30.0)
School 14 (9.1) 12.0)  0(0.0) 5(20.0) 3(101) 2(6.9) 1 (5.0)
Long-term care hospital 16 (10.5) 8.0) 1(42) 3(120) 3(101) 6(20.7) 1(5.0)
Home 5(3.3) 0.0) 1(4.2) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 2(6.9) 2 (10.0)
Nursing home 30 (19.6) 240) 5(208) 6(24.00 8(26.6) 0(0.0) 5(25.0)
Others 5(3.3) 0.0) 3(125) 0(0.0) 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 2 (10.0)
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Table 2. Trends in the Types of Research and Research Designs in JKGN from 2010 to 2015 (N=153)
Total 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Variables Characteristics
n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%)
Total 153 (100.0) 25 (100.0) 24 (100.0) 25(100.0) 30 (100.0) 29 (100.0) 20 (100.0)
Research type Qualitative 11 (7.2) 1(4.0) 1(42) 2(8.0) 3(10.0) 2(6.9) 2 (10.0)
Quantitative 134 (87.6) 22(88.0) 23(95.8) 21(84.0) 26(86.7) 26(89.7) 16 (80.0)
Review 5(3.3) 1 (4.0 0(0.0) 2(8.0) 1(3.3) 1(3.4) 0 (0.0
Concept analysis 1 (0.6) 0 (0.0) 0(0.0) 0 (0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 1(5.0)
Others 2(1.3) 1 (4.0) 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 1 (5.0)
Research design ~ Survey 101 (75.4) 17(773) 15(65.2) 19(90.5) 17(65.4) 21(80.8) 12 (75.0)
(Quantitative) ~ Experimental study 22 (16.4) 4(18.2) 3(13.00 2(9.5) 8(30.8) 3(11.6) 2(125)
Methodological study 5(3.7) 0(0.0) 2(8.7) 0 (0.0 0(0.0) 1(3.8) 2 (12.5)
Secondary data analysis 5(3.7) 1(4.5) 2(8.7) 0(0.0) 1(3.8) 1(3.8) 0 (0.0
Others 1(0.8) 0 (0.0 1(4.4) 0 (0.0 0 (0.0 0(0.0) 0 (0.0
Research design ~ Phenomenology 5(455) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 1 (50.0) 1(33.3) 2(100.0) 1 (50.0)
(Qualitative) Grounded theory 0(0.0) 0 (0.0) 0(0.0) 0 (0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0)
Ethnography 0(0.0) 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0 (0.0)
Content analysis 2(18.1) 1(100.0) 0(0.0) 1(50.0)  0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0 (0.0)
Focus group interview 4(364) 0(0.0 1(100.0) 0(0.0) 2(66.7)  0(0.0) 1 (50.0)
Data collection*  Self-report questionnaire 118 (72.8) 21(77.8) 19(704) 17(68.0) 24 (75.0) 23(76.7) 14 (66.6)
Physiological measurements 9 (5.6) 1(3.7) 2(7.4) 1(4.0) 3(94) 1(3.3) 1(4.8)
Interview 10 (6.2) 2(7.4) 1(3.7) 2(8.0) 0(0.0) 2(6.7) 3(14.2)
Medical records 6(3.7) 1(3.7) 1(3.7) 0(0.0) 2(6.3) 2(6.7) 0(0.0)
Observation 3(1.9) 0 (0.0 1(3.7) 0 (0.0 1(3.1) 0(0.0) 1(4.8)
Delphi 1(0.6) 0 (0.0) 0(0.0) 0 (0.0) 1(3.1) 0(0.0) 0 (0.0)
Literature review 6(3.7) 13.7) 13.7) 3(1200 1(3.1) 0(0.0) 0 (0.0)
Secondary data 7 (4.3) 1(3.7) 2(7.4) 2(8.0) 0(0.0) 1(3.3) 1(4.8)
Self-recorded diary 1(0.6) 0 (0.0) 0(0.0) 0 (0.0) 0(0.0) 1(3.3) 0(0.0)
Others 1(0.6) 0 (0.0) 0(0.0) 0 (0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 1(4.8)
Data analysisJr Descriptive statistics 8(5.2) 1(3.6) 2(7.1) 3 (12.0) 1(3.7) 1(3.4) 0(0.0)
t-test 23 (15.0) 4(143) 6(21.4) 6(24.00 3(11.1) 3(104) 1(6.3)
x° test 6(3.9) 3(10.7)  1(3.6) 0 (0.0) 0(0.0) 2(7.0) 0 (0.0
Analysis of variance 14 (9.2) 2(7.1) 5179  0(0.0) 3(11.1) 3(104) 1(6.3)
Analysis of covariance 5(3.2) 2(7.1) 0(0.0) 1(4.0) 2(7.4) 0(0.0) 0(0.0)
Pearson correlation 26 (17.0)  3(10.7) 7(25.0) 4(16.0) 4(148) 6(207) 2(125)
Multiple regression 44 (28.8) 8(28.6) 3(10.7) 4(16.0) 11(40.6) 11(37.9) 7(43.7)
Logistic regression 14 9.2) 4 (14.3) 2(7.1) 3 (12.0) 1(3.7) 1(3.4) 3(18.7)
Factor analysis 2(1.3) 0 (0.0 1(3.6) 0 (0.0 0(0.0) 1(3.4) 0 (0.0)
Non-parametric statistics 4 (2.6) 0 (0.0) 0(0.0) 0 (0.0) 1(3.7) 1(3.4) 2 (12.5)
Others 7 (4.6) 1 (3.6) 1(3.6) 4(16.0) 1(3.7) 0(0.0) 0 (0.0)

*Data collection=Multiple responses; ' Data analysis=Multiple responses.
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A1(2010~2015)

Table 3. Keyword Classification by Nursing Meta-paradigm in JKGN from 2010 to 2015* (N=636)
. o Total 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Variables Characteristics
n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%)
Human being Total 149 (100.0) 22 (100.0) 24 (100.0) 24 (100.0) 28 (100.0) 30 (100.0) 21 (100.0)
Elderly patient 106 (71.1) 18(81.8) 17(70.7) 17(70.7) 20(71.4) 19(63.3) 15 (100.0)
Adult patient 13 (8.7) 1(4.6) 1(4.2) 3(12.5) 3(10.7) 5(16.7) 0(71.4)
Nurse 17 (11.4) 3 (13.6) 3(12.5) 2 (8.4) 4 (14.3) 5(16.7) 0(0.0)
Nursing student 2(14) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 1(3.3) 1(0.0)
Unpaid care giver 4(2.7) 0(0.0) 1(4.2) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0 (0.0 3(4.8)
Care provider 6 (4.0 0(0.0) 1(4.2) 2(8.4) 1(3.6) 0(0.0) 2(14.3)
Others 1(0.7) 0(0.0) 1(4.2) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(9.5)
Health Total 324 (100.0) 51 (100.0) 46 (100.0) 43 (100.0) 74 (100.0) 68 (100.0) 42 (100.0)
Cognitive health 83 (25.6) 12(23.5) 8(174) 12(27.9) 7(23.00 19(279) 15(11.9)
Physical health 81 (25.0) 10(19.6 12(26.1) 14 (326) 16(21.6) 24(35.3) 5 (4.8)
Psycho-social health 80 (247) 13 (255 13 (28.3) 8 (18.6) 0(27.0) 14(20.6) 12(35.7)
Behavioral health 61 (18.8) 12(235 9 (19.6) 7(163) 18(24.3) 7 (10.3) 8 (28.6)
Integrated health 15 (4.7) 4(7.9) 2(4.3) 1(2.3) 3(4.1) 3(4.4) 2 (100.0)
Spiritual health 4(1.2) 0(0.0) 2 (4.3) 1(2.3) 0(0.0) 1(1.5) 0(19.0)
Environment  Total 140 (100.0) 15 (100.0) 24 (100.0) 22(100.0) 31 (100.0) 28 (100.0) 20 (0.0)
Special care unit 4(2.8) 0(0.0) 1(4.2) 0(0.0) 2(6.5) 1(3.6) 0(100.0)
Shift work 15 (10.7) 1(6.7) 1(4.2) 2(9.1) 1(3.2) 9(32.1) 1(0.0)
Out-patient clinic 11 (7.9) 4 (26.6) 0(0.0) 1(4.5) 3(9.7) 2(7.2) 1(5.0)
Community 55 (39.3) 1(6.7) 13 (54.1) 10(45.5) 11(35.5) 9(321) 11(5.0)
Long-term hospital 19 (13.6) 7 (46.6) 1(4.2) 2(9.1) 4 (12.9) 4(14.2) 1(55.0)
Nursing home 27 (19.3) 1(6.7) 6 (25.0) 6(27.3) 9(29.0) 1(3.6) 4 (5.0)
Others 9(6.4) 1(6.7) 2(8.3) 1(4.5) 1(3.2) 2(7.2) 2(20.0)
Nursing Total 23 (100.0) 4 (100.0) 3(100.0) 2(100.0) 8(100.0) 3 (100.0) 3 (10.0)
Education 8 (34.8) 2 (50.0) 0 (0.0 1 (50.0) 2(25.0) 2 (66.7) 1(33.3)
Psycho-social intervention 3 (13.0) 1 (25.0) 0(0.0) 0 (0.0 2 (25.0) 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0)
Exercise 5(21.7) 0(0.0) 3 (100.0) 1 (50.0) 0(0.0) 0 (0.0 1(33.3)
Mixed intervention 5(21.7) 1(25.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 3 (37.5) 0 (0.0 1(33.3)
Alternative method* 2(8.7) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 1(125) 1(33.3) 0(0.0)
*Multiple responses.
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