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Premedical Curriculum in Seoul National University College of Medicine

Hyun Bae Yoon'” - Seung-Hee Lee’ - Jinyoung Hwang®
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“Department of Educational Psychology, The University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX, USA

The main points of issue with the former premedical curriculum of Seoul National University College of
Medicine (SNUCM) were the absence of educational objectives, decline in student motivation caused by
uniform education, students’ lack of a sense of belonging, and lack of humanistic education. In accordance
with these issues, there were five aspects considered for the improvement of the premedical curriculum:
reform based on the newly established educational objectives that corresponds with the 6-year medical
school curriculum as a whole, expansion of elective courses and the development of personalized curriculum
for the improvement of students’ learning motives, expansion of social sciences and humanities curriculum
for the development of students’ capabilities as good doctors, active participation of medical professors
in premedical education, and expansion of informal education and the student support program. According
to the assessment done after the implementation of the reformed curriculum, premedical students were
gratified with its establishment and management of multifarious liberal arts and major subjects. In preparation
of the more rigorous entrance quota of the premedical school at SNUCM, there is ongoing reform of
required major subjects and establishment of new subjects in the premedical curriculum in pursuit of unity

Corresponding author

Seung-Hee Lee

Department of Medical Education,
Seoul National University College of
Medicing, 103 Daehak-ro, Jongno-gu,
Seoul 03080, Korea

Tel: +82-2-740-8406

Fax: +82-2-741-1186

E-mail: Ishcho@snu.ac.kr
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8672-5253

Received: August 25, 2017
1st revised: October 22, 2017
Accepted: October 23, 2017

with the 6-year medical curriculum. Moreover, there is ongoing development of an e-portfolio system for
the association of premedical and medical education, integration of formal and informal curriculum, and
reinforcement of student observation and formative evaluation. Further discussion on the assessment and

betterment of premedical curriculum is needed.
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Tahle 1. Educational objectives and core competencies of the premedical program in Seoul National University College of Medicine

Educational objectives

Core competencies

Students exercise compassion and critical comprehension of humans and
society.

Students broadly understand science and technology.

Students develop a sound body and spirit.

Students develop communication skills for the participation inthe knowledge
community.

Basic comprehension of art, culture, and classic
Analytic comprehension of history, society, and the economy
Comprehension and respect for diversity

Self-awareness and fulfillment of social obligations
Basic knowledge of natural science

Basic knowledge of biomedical science

Basic knowledge of mathematics

Basic knowledge of engineering

Physical strength training

Body and soul harmony

Teamwork challenges

Self-development through art activities

Logicalthinking ability and expressivity

Reasoning and problem-solving abilities

Comprehension and participation in absorptive capability
Global communication skills

Tahle 2. Completion criteria of the premedical program in Seoul National University College of Medicine

Required

Elective (at least 2)

To be eligible for the completion of the premedical program, students must:
(1) have a minimum of 74 semester hours of credits required by the premedical
school and a cumulative GPA (grade point average) of at least 2.0; (2) complete
cardiopulmonary resuscitation education; (3) do a minimum of 60 hours of
volunteer work (4] complete at least 2 humanism - leadership programs
established by the premedical school; (5) develop self-management and
self-directed learning competence by compiling self-development portfolio;
and (6) write at least 20 reading diaries.

To be eligible for the completion of the premedical program, students must:
(1) complete personalized premedical curriculum; (2) complete a minimum
of 20 semester hours of credits in social sciences and humanities courses;
(3) participate and present the results from the research mentoring program;
and (4) present a minimum score of 850 for TEPS (Test of English Proficiency
developed by Seoul National University) or 100 for TOEFL IBT (Test of English
as a Foreign Language Internet-based testing).
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Appendix 1. Formal curriculum of the 2017 premedical program in Seoul National University College of Medicine
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