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Bedside Education Will Be More Important than Now in the Age of

Artificial Intelligence

Byung-Il Yeh

Department of Medical Education, Yonsei University Wonju College of Medicine, Wonju, Korea

The birth of the scientific revolution, brought forth by Vesalius and Copernicus in 1543, marked the beginning
of a new age. However, the changes such as treatment effectiveness, survival rate, prevalence of specific
diseases, etc. had not yet become clear during the 16th century. In the early 17th century, Boerhaave
emphasized bedside teaching and practice. His attitude influenced numerous students and educators, so
many medical students visited hospital wards where he worked. From the late 18th to 19th centuries,
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Jenner’s smallpox vaccination, Pasteur’s anthrax and rabies vaccinations, and Koch's four postulates used Korea

to detect pathogens were developed using the scientific research method, which initiated big changes for
medicine. Flexner, credited for reporting the new medical education system, adopted scientific medicine.
He believed medical students must study basic medical science since it could be the foundation of clinical
medicine and lead to a revolution in the field. He proposed a new medical curriculum composed of two-years
of basic medicine and two-years of clinical medicine, which has been used more than 100 years. During
the late 20th century, bedside teaching rounds decreased gradually as scientific medicine has become popular.
Many medical educators in many articles have proposed bedside education as an effective method for
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medical learning. Despite the advent of the age of artificial intelligence and the changing of medical
environments in the near future, bedside education will be more useful and important for medical students,
educators, and patients as it is a traditional method and essential for patients who desire a more personal

approach.
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