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A Proposal for the Development of Personnel in the DPRK for Public

Health and Medicine

Kwae Soo Kyung

One Peninsula Medical Union

The government of South Korea and its medical personnel must make a way by which health professionals

who have escaped from the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) can play a positive and practical
role in unification and south-north medical unification while south-north authority talks on DPRK public
health and medicine manpower development are not going smoothly. Medical personnel escaped from
the DPRK have to be recruited for the interviewer of the national examination, to improve the accuracy
of national examination interviews. For those medical professionals who have escaped from the DPRK with
6 years' medical college education, but failed the interview on the national examination, we propose here
a course of 3-6 months for them to have a right to apply the Korean Medical Licensing Examinations
(KMLE). We also propose that medical professionals who have escaped from the DPRK who have graduated
from a 6-year medical college in the DPRK and who are medical doctors over the fifth grade or with more
than 6 years of experience can be qualified as unification medical doctors and be exempted from the KMLE,
getting the right to go directly into an internship and residency. They should be permitted to work in
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manpower development projects for the health professions. They should also be given opportunities such
as to become psychiatrists who treat the mental illness of persons escaped from the DPRK and people
from North Korea after unification. Medical students in South Korea should earn college credits on the
topic of medical unification and not only students, but all South Korean medical personnel, should prepare
for north-south medical unification with an open mind. A way for each medical college to participate
in DPRK manpower development for the health professions through a memorandum of understanding between

the medical colleges of the south and north.
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