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The Student Internship Experience

Son-Hwan Choi

Department of Medical Education, Catholic University of Daegu School of Medicine, Daegu, Korea

Recently, the student internship has been introduced in medical schools as a way of preparing students Corresponding author

with training experience and medical knowledge by performing clinical practice. This study discusses student Son-Hwan Choi
internship management and ways to operate the internship effectively. Catholic University of Daegu School Department of Medical Education,
of Medicine has set up a 6-week internship program for fourth-year undergraduate students. In most of Catholic University of Daegu School
the sections, students have shown their satisfaction, particularly when they have received appropriate feedback of Medicine, 33 Duryugongwon-ro
and attention from their professors. The students found that performing the evaluation and treatment 17-gl, Nam-qu, Daegu 705718, Korea
of patients and individual chart recording were informative and helpful. However, they felt a lack of basic Te'f +82-53-650-3077
knowledge and clinical skills and had difficulty in understanding their roles and in time management. The Fx: .+82'53'621'41UB
) . ; ; . E-mail: aramo@cu.ac.kr

success of an internship depends on the passion and interest that professors show for their students along Tt

. ; . ) . L http://orcid.org/0000-0001-7588-3045
with active support from the other faculty and thoughtful consideration of patients and all their friends
and family members. In addition, with growing awareness of the need for the student internship, it is Received: Janurary 14, 2015
necessary that the school executive provide financial and administrative support to the faculty and staff, 1st revised: Fabruary 5, 2015
clarify roles and the work needed to perform the tasks, ensure substantiality of the individual program 2nd revised: Fabruary 10, 2015
with professors or departments, provide enough preliminary courses, and monitor outcomes and reflection. Accepted: Fabruary 10, 2015
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Tahle 1. Schedule and professors
Schedule Professor

Ist  2014. 2. 3.-2. 14

25 Major professors and 3 basic science professars: Kang 00 (nephrology), Kim 00 (gastroenterology), Kim 00 (rheumatology),

Kim O (emergency medicine), Kim OO (general surgery), Kim 00 (pediatrics), Kim 00 (pediatrics), Kim OO (obstertrics
& gynecologyl, Kim 00 (gastroenterology), Kim 00 (emergency medicine), Choi 00 (medical education), Shin 00

(biostatistics), etc.

2nd 2014, 2. 17.-2. 28.

35 Major professors and 8 basic science professors: Koh 00 (obstertrics & gynecology), Kwon 00 (gastroenterology),

Kwon 00 (infectious diseases), Kim 00 (pulmonology), Kim 00 (general surgery), Kim 00 (general surgery), Kim 00
(pediatrics), Ryu 00 (cardiology), Lee 00 (immunology), Kim 00 (anatomy), etc.

Jrd  2014.6.30.-7. 11

48 Minor professors: Kim 00 (ophthalmologyl, Kim 00 (urology), Kim 00 (anesthesiology ), Kim 0O (laboratory medicine),

Kim 00 (ophthalmologyl), Kim 00 (otorhinolaryngology), Park 00 (dermatology), etc.
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Tahle 2. Demographic characteristics of respondents

[tem Category Value
Gender Male 42 (70.0)
Female 18 (30.0)
Grades Good 11 (18.3)
Average 32 (53.3)
Poor 17 (28.3)
Major Medicine 23 (38.3)
Surgery 11 (18.3)
Obstetrics & gynecology/pediatrics 10 (16.7)
Others (minor) 9 (15.0)
Basic medical science 7111.7)
Choice Desired 55 (91.7)
Undesired 5 (8.3
Total 60 (100.0)

Values are presented as number (%).
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Table 3. Overall satisfaction during the student internship (n=G60)
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Table 5. Competence improvement after the student internship (n=G60)

Response Value Response Value
The objective of the student internship program 3.3+0.49 Clinical knowledge and skill 80.4+14.05
The contents & structure of the student Intern program  3.4+0.49 Clinical performance 77.3+15.65
Education method of the student intern program 3.4+0.53 Clinical reasoning 76.5+14.71
Evaluation method of student interns 3.4+0.52 Decision making 75.4+15.10
Teaching concerns and feedback 3.7+0.49 Interacting with faculty 82.7+12.94
Support staff 3.3+£0.73 Interacting with hospital workers 78.0+16.86
Operating environment of student internship 3.1£0.76 Interacting with patients and their families 78.5+16.66
Passion and willingness to participate 3.3+0.62 Self-regulation and motivation 82.9+13.49
Comprehensive quality of satisfaction 3.5+0.54 QOverall ability as a student intern 78.4+14.66
Values are presented as mean<standard deviation. Values are presented as mean +standard deviation.
Tahle 4. The most helpful tasks of the student internship
e Examining l\/Iedic.aI MU.Ck. Faculty Patients Surggry QOvertime Writing Feedback
patient recording prescription round report practice duty journal

Very useful (1st) 12 (20.0) 416.7) 2 (3.3) 2 (3.3) 5 (8.3) 8 (13.3) 2 (3.3) 25 (41.7)
Very useful (2nd) 5(8.9) 12 (21.4) 5 (8.9) 2 (3.6) 7(12.5) 1(1.8) 12 (21.4) 12 (21.4)
Very useful (3rd) 5(9.3) 10 (18.5) 11 20.4) 2 (3.7) 3 (5.6) 11.9) 3 (5.6) 7 (13.0) 12 (22.2)

Values are presented as number (%).
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