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Over the last century, medical education in North America has evolved by identifying educational challenges
within its own socio-cultural context and by appropriately responding to these challenges. A discipline-based
curriculum, organ-system or integrated curriculum, problem-based curriculum, and competency-based
curriculum are historical examples of the educational solutions that have been developed and refined to
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address specific educational challenges, such as students’ lack of basic scientific knowledge, lack of integration College of Education, 850 College
between scientific knowledge and clinical practice, and lack of clinical practice. In contrast, Korean medical Station Road, Athens, GA 30602,
education has evolved with the influence of two forces: (1) the adoption of educational solutions developed USA
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over the last three decades, and (2) the revitalization of Korean medical schools’ curricula through medical Fax: +1-706-542-4054
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Korean medical education, we contend that it faces two major challenges in order to advance to the next Received: September 27, 2014
level. First, Korean medical education should identify its own problems in medical education and iteratively Revised: October 19, 2014
develop educational solutions within its own socio-cultural context. Secondly, to raise reflective doctors Accepted: October 22, 2014
who have scientific knowledge and professional commitment to deal with different types of medical problems

within a continuum from well-defined to ill-defined, medical education should develop innovative ways

to provide students with a balanced spectrum of clinical problems, including uncertain, ill-defined problems.
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Well-defined problems lll-defined problems

(B)

Cognitive knowledge/textbook knowledge
Metacognitive knowledge/strategic thinking
Personal epistemology

Professional identity

Figure 1. Required abilities to deal with different types of problems. (A) Distribution of different types of problems. (B} Required abilities to solve different

types of problems.
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