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Ajou University School of Medicine’s Educational Approach to Cultivating
Professionalism

Su Jin Chae-Yun Mi Shin - Ki Hyun Hahm - Ki Young Lim

Department of Medical Humanities & Social Medicine, Ajou University School of Medicine, Suwon, Korea

The purpose of this study was to observe how Ajou University School of Medicine runs its curriculum to culti- WAIKRE: & 4= A

vate professionalism. The paper also proposes a plan for the next step for the school. The Patient-Doctor-Society Tj‘] P UEAR 200
(PDS) course, begun in 2009, can be summarized by three characteristics. First, the PDS course is an integrated Z]}Eiigiiﬂg}
curriculum that is not a one-time program for a specific grade, but a continuous program open for all medical TZF+82—51—219—4E/;65
students. Second, the PDS course is designed following the philosophy and educational goals of the institution, Fax: +82-31-219-4093

and the curriculum assures maximum autonomy. Third, the PDS course is‘whole person education’that provides Bareds ceinCaonael

knowledge and teaches skills and an attitude. By analyzing the pros and cons of the program through annual gzt 20124 59 30d

evaluation, leaders of the program at Ajou will continue to consider what to teach and how to do so. Aﬂ%ﬂ 20124 64 21
ArfErEURt: 20124 6 229
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Tahle 1. Medical humanities & social medicine curriculum before 2009

Subjects Year/semester  Credits/times
Medical anthropology 1/2 2/16
Communication in health 21 1/24
English applications in medicine 21 1/32
English applications in medicine 3/2 1/32
English applications in medicine 41 1/32
English applications in medicine 4/2 1/32
English applications in medicine 5/1 1/32
History of medicine 21 2/32
Medical sociology 5/1 112
Leadership 5/1 112
Medical ethics 5/1 2/24
Medical decision making 5/1 1/20
Medicine & art 10 times/yr 1/20
Medical humanities & social medicine 10 times/yr 2/20
Total 10 subjects - 18/340
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1st
Body and constituents basic concepts of body function General clinical |  Infection & Growth & Digestive Pulmonology
medicine immunity aging system
Patient-Doctor-Society 1 ICP1
2nd
Nephrology | Cardiovascular | Hematology €t | Endocrinology |  Head/neck/ | Reproductive Nervous Muscular Mind/ Preventive health
urology system oncology skin course system skeletal behavior promotion
ICP 2 Patient-Doctor-Society 2
3rd
ICP3 Internal medicine Pediatric & adolescent | Psychiatry/behavioral | Surgery Obstetrics/
medicine science gynecology
Patient-Doctor-Society 3
4th
ICP 4 Elective course ICP 4 Selective course ICP 4 Clinical skill exam period
Patient-Doctor-Society 4
Fig. 1. Ajou Curriculum for Medical Excellence 2009 curriculum frame.
Table 2. Classification of grades and teaching methods by educational objectives
o Grades
Objectives
1st 2nd 3th 4th
Understanding human and suffering Lecture
Understanding medical ethics Lecture Lecture/practice -
Analyzing and developing self Lecture/practice
Understanding medical treatment and social relations Lecture Practice Lecture
Maintaining relationships with others Lecture/practice
Professionalism as a doctor Lecture/practice Practice Lecture
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Table 3. Patient-Doctor-Society 1 curriculum
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Field Topics Teaching methods
Ethics \Why medical humanities? Lecture
Principle of medical ethics Lecture
Euthanasia and abortion from an ethical perspective Discussion
Research ethics and involuntary treatment from an ethical perspective Discussion
History Western medicine Lecture/presentation
Asian medicine Lecture/presentation
Korean medicine Lecture/presentation
Professionalism Professionalism of medical treatment Lecture/discussion
Patient-centered medical treatment Lecture/discussion
Social, economic, and political understanding of health Lecture/discussion
Communication: patient and doctor Lecture
Food and body Lecture
Medicine, science, and culture Lecture
Society Introduction to health insurance Lecture/discussion
Role of medical treatment in a multicultural society Lecture/discussion
Roles and characteristics of good doctors Lecture/discussion
Medicine and human rights Lecture

Table 4. Patient-Doctor-Society 2, 3 curriculum

Course name PDS topics
2nd courses
Nephrology & urology Orientation
Intro to medical ethics
Abortion of down syndrome fetus
Egg selling
Nervous system Reporting epileptic patients
DBS for refractive depression
Mind/behavior ADHD screening

Chemical castration
Compulsory medication for HIV patients
Cosmetic surgery for minors

Preventive health promotion

3th courses

Pediatric & adolescent medicine  Decision making in medicine 1, 2
Male adolescent circumcision
Leadership 1,2, 3
Involuntary psychiatric admission
Multiple organ transplantation
Commercial surrogacy

Psychiatry/behavioral science

Surgery
Obstetrics/gynecology

PDS, Patient-Doctor-Society; DBS, deep brain stimulation; ADHD, attention deficit/
hyperactivity disorder; HIV, human immunodeficiency virus.
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Table 5. Patient-Doctor-Society 4 curriculum

Field Lesson contents Methods
Law Framework act on health and medical services Lecture
Communicable disease control and prevention act, Lecture
quarantine act, national health promotion act
Medical litigation and precedents Lecture
Emergency medical service act Lecture
Act on the control of narcotics, etc. Lecture
Blood management act Lecture
National health insurance act Lecture
Profes- English curriculum vitae writing Lecture/practice
sionalism  Cover letter writing Lecture/practice
Letter of reference writing Lecture/practice
Communication 1 Lecture
Communication 2 Practice/feedback
Communication 3 Practice/feedback
Society Patient rights Lecture/discussion
Reality of health insurance in Korea Lecture/discussion
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