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omen’s educational opportunities have been increasing and women'’s general advancement in higher education is the
\/\/ underlying factor behind the increasing number of female students in medical school. A number of issues affect female
students and residents, including the existence of gender bias and sexual harassment, higher stress levels and lower levels of
work satisfaction, the lack of role models in academic medicine, and conflict between work and family roles, including chal-
lenges surrounding having children. To what extent female and male medical students and residents make different career
and life style choices is also an important issue. The shortage of doctors in surgical departments and maldistribution among
specialties are of great concern in the health care system and medicine’s future. We must prepare to solve these problems.
New medical policies and educational approaches are needed for the future.
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Fig. 1. Increasing Number of Female Medical Students in the
USA (American Medical Association 2010)
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Table 1. The Proportion of Women across Health care
Professions in Korea

Year Doctor Dentist Oriental doctor Pharmacist

1980 13.6 10.9 2.4 50.4
1990 14.6 16.4 5.9 57.3
2000 17.8 20.7 1.1 61.3
2004 19.2 22.8 13.1 63.8
2008 21.6 24.5 16.7 64.3

Values are presented as %.

53] dglo] vtoldaE ofojrle] vlg2 IA Frtshe|
30t oJAke] o oA} HIE-L- 22 3%, 20TH o oJAke] H]-&-L 32.6%
=1 QIck(Fig, 2). @A) wid <jodi et AR F ofgtAe] v

40 B %

20 30 40 50 60 70 Age
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