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A review on clinical education
in clinical skills centers
worldwide and its implications

Purpose : The establishment of clinical
skills centers(CSCs) to facilitate the teaching
and assessment of clinical skills is one of the
more recent developments occurring in medi—
cal schools worldwide. The aim of this study
is to review experiences of CSCs in other
medical schools and learn how to design a
CSC in our school.

Methods : This study was undertaken in
two steps. In the first step, educational ac—
tivities of CSCs in 6 medical schools were
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reviewed. In the second step, a search for ar-
ticles of journals regarding clinical skills ed-
ucation in CSCs was conducted.

Results : The review of CSCs programs re—
veals variations among centers in teaching
and assessment activities. However there are
increasing trends of utilizing CSCs in teach-
ing and learning in CSCs. The delivery of
clinical skills is expanded by an increasing
use of simulated patients and realistic
simulators. Through an audio/video technol-
ogy, availability of more detailed monitoring
and feedback. CSCs also provide greater op-
portunity for assessment of communications
skills, physical examination and practical
procedures.

Conclusions: CSCs contribute to the
effectiveness in clinical teaching and
assessment. Educational benefits of a
CSC can be maximized by utilizing new

delivery methods, implementing educa-
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tional strategies and staff development

programmes.

Key Words: clinical skills center, learn-

ing opportunities, realistic settings,

simulation, teaching and assessment
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http:/ /www.hopkinsmedicine.org/simul
ation/
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Center

http:/ /med.stanford.edu/VAsimulator/
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Center

http:/ /www.uphs.upenn.edu/SIMcenter
/SIMmission.html

od=r dr] 9]t} clinical skills centre

http:/ /www.dundee.ac.uk/clinskills/about/int
ro.htm

Mol 2 Efe} e skills lab

http:/ /www.tohskillslab.org/

%5 Queensland ™3} Skills development
center

http:/ /www.sdc.qld.edu.au/index.htm

T3 A=Y 238 northern clinical
skills center

http:/ /www.ncsc.med.usyd.edu.au/




