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ABSTRACT

Objectives : Recent reports have consistently demonstrated Rorschach-related perceptual-organizational deficits
in patients with schizophrenia, but little is known about manic patients with bipolar disorder. We investigated the
perceptual-organization characteristics of the Rorschach task in patients with bipolar mania with or without psy-
chotic features in comparison to schizophrenia. Methods : The Rorschach task and Korean-Wechsler Adult Intel-
ligence Scale (K-WAIS) were performed to measure perceptual-organization capacities with 46 inpatients with bi-
polar mania (psychotic : 27, nonpsychotic : 19) and 25 inpatients with schizophrenia. Results : When compared
among the 3 groups, patients with schizophrenia produced significantly more uncommon detail (Dd) responses than
patients with bipolar mania with or without psychotic features. But most of variables were not significantly different
in performance of the Rorschach task (ideation, cognitive mediation, information processing) and visuospatial or-
ganization cognitive tests (K-WAIS : picture completion, picture arrangement, and block design). In patients with
bipolar mania, the significant correlation of the some Rorschach variables (Conventional Form : X+%, Active Hu-
man Movement : Ma, Processing Efficiency : Zf, Synthesized Developmental quality : DQ+) with visuospatial or-
ganization tests performance was found. Conclusion : We didn’t find the significant perceptual-organizational char-
acteristic differences between bipolar mania and schizophrenia, regardless of presence of psychotic features. These
results suggest the possibility that even if nonpsychotic bipolar mania has similar perceptual-organization charac-
teristics like psychotic bipolar mania and schizophrenia, but further investigation will be needed. (J of Kor Soc for
Dep and Bip Disorders 2013;11:37-43)
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Table 1. Sociodemographic and clinical characteristics of subjects
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PBM (n=27) NBM (n=19) SPR (n=25) /% o

Age (years) 34.6+10.2 30.7+11.0 30.2+7.6 1.613  0.207
Sex (male/female) 9/18 3/16 9/16 2.412 0.299
Education (years) 13.8+£2.9 13.2+2.9 14.0+2.8 0.317  0.730
K-WAIS IQ 102.9+8.7 97.3+9.1 99.9+12.0 1.792  0.174
Duration of illness (years) 4.7+43 3.5+3.7 50+5.7 0.640  0.530
Mood stabilizer

Lithium (mg/day) 934.6+230.4 (n=13)  867.9+187.7 (n=13) 825.0+106.1 (n=2) 0.499  0.779

Valproic acid (mg/day) 890.0+237.7 (n=15) 972.2+341.1 (n=9) - 0.275 0.600
Antipsychotics (CPZ eq dose, mg/day) 573.8+387.5 (n=27) 716.7 +404.2 (n=17) 527.0+345.5 (n=25) 1.332 0.271

PBM : Psychotic Bipolar Mania, NBM : Non-psychotic Bipolar Mania, SPR : Schizophrenia, K-WAIS IQ : Korean Wechsler Adult Intelli-
gence Scale Intelligent Quotient, CPZ eq dose : Chlorpromazine equivalent dose
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