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ABSTRACT

Objectives : Many studies suggest that media reporting of a celebrity suicide increase suicidal rates, but few

studies have assessed the impact of specific media report in Korea. We have examined possible influences of me-
dia reporting death of famous Korean actress Ms. Choi, whose death resulted in extensive media coverage.
Methods : We retrospectively reviewed the medical records of the patients who presented with suicide attempts
to the Emergency Department of Severance Hospital during 12 month period. We obtained demographic data,
any past history of suicide attempt and psychiatric illness, the methods of suicide attempts, lethality, and follow
up after discharge. Results : We finally enrolled 162 patients during the study period. The total number of sui-
cide attempts by hanging was 11, and 9 attempts occurred after death of Ms. Choi. The patients who visited
emergency department after death of Ms. Choi tend to use more severe methods than before. Most patients dis-
charged against advice and were not followed up after discharge. Conclusion : From the result of this study, it
might be possible that Werther effect could have an effect on suicide attempts. This study also suggests need for
intense follow up for survivors after suicide attempt. (J of Kor Soc for Dep and Bip Disorders 2011;9:64-69)
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Table 1. Comparisons of demographic characteristics between patients who visited ER before death of Ms. Choi and after death

of Ms. Choi
Before (N=82) After (N=80) Total (N=162) t/ o2 p-value
Age, n (%) Mean+SD 42.88+17.17 37.35+16.56 40.15+17.05 2.085 0.039
A Male 22 (26.8) 22 (27.5) 44 (27.2)
Gender. n (%) 0.009 0.924
Female 60 (73.2) 58 (72.5) 118 (72.8)
i A Yes 64 (78.0 71(88.0 135 (83.3)
Cohabitant, n (%) (78.0) 88.0) ( 3.579 0.059
No 17 (20.7) 8(10.0) 25(15.4)
Missing 1(1.2) 1(1.3) 2(1.2
20 2,000
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Fig. 1. Number of patients visited
ER after suicidal attempt in Sever-
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ance Hospital per month (A) and
number of death due to complet-
ed suicide in Korea per month (B).




< o= 71EY
3)(102%)= 712 o

A ol 28104%), T UE
o Z7Vet 2702
RiAt Al BExjol CHf3t 2]
SFA] st A A
7}517] $ito] @Al of

2ARISIEL 3 1623] 3 40

o]
=

= EOIZI 2 UATHP=0. 310) Fx
HE QL o2 ‘l 7<1—0H7]- 7]-?4
o %AUJ ol gisick, el 7 4
o] B A7} 654%5 7V Bk

Y,

oA 9

RHAtH(p=0.026)GF 3).

S2F o Rl A BT} Kao| 0| B3 | 67
EA] Qo] 204% gllem, 715 A5l i3t Afo

-
.

© Holx| g < Wi AF= 7Y &62.2%)°1 vl
sto] 3(38.8%)°l = - 2 Rloj2k= el M=o Uit

74971 FelatA A itk p=0.003)GE 4).
o )

H ol 2o A4 AEE 42 YHHd SRS
o] oRt 7|&E-S BAsle] H2H 2 avE Uit Ao R,
A Adle] Fufjr|E E3F A B & HE Ao H|s)
o] AzZbst BHS ARESH A4 ATt Eolton, § A
oola} FASt Bulj71E ARESE A A7) Eolt S B

Table 2. Comparisons of suicidal behaviors between patients who visited ER before death of Ms. Choi and after death of Ms. Choi

2

Before (N=82) After (N=80) % p-value
i iatri A Yes 49 (59.8 37 (46.3
Previous psychiatric treatment, n (%) (59.8) (46.3) 2966 0.085
No 33 (40.2) 43 (53.8)
ici i A Yes 27 (32.9 23 (29.1
Suicidal attempt history, n (%) (32.9) (29.1) 0.973 0.60]
No 55(67.1) 56 (70.9)
ivi A Yes 32 (39.5 27 (33.8
Impulsivity, n (%) (39.5) (33.8) 0.574 0.449
No 49 (60.5) 53 (66.3)
A Non-serious 9(72.0 45 (56.3
Method, n (%) ‘ ) (563 4.343 0.037
Serious 3 (28.0) 35 (43.8)
i L Mild 0(73.2 53 (66.3
Lethality, n (%) i ) (66.3) 0.919 0.338
severe 2 (26.8) 27 (33.8)

Table 3. Comparisons of suicidal methods between patients who visited ER before death of Ms. Choi and after death of Ms. Choi

Before (N=82)

2

After (N=80) X p-value
No. of method used 1 80 (97.6) 72 (90.0)
atonce, N (%) 2 2(2.4) 8(10.0) 3997 0046
Before (N=84) After (N=88) Total (N=172)
Drug intoxication, N (%) 69 (82.1) 56 (63.6) 125 (72.7)
Laceration, N (%) 0(11.9) 17 (19.3) 27 (15.7)
Hanging, N (%) 2( 2.4) 9(10.2) 11( 6.4)
Drowning, N (%) 1(1.2 1(1.1) 2(1.2
Gunshot, N (%) 1(1.2 0 1(0.6)
Falling down, N (%) 1(1.2 3(3.4) 4(2.3)
Gas inhalation, N (%) 0 1(1.1) 1(0.6)
Fasting, N (%) 0 111 1(0.6)
Table 4. Management of suicidal attempters
Before (N=82) After (N=80) Total (N=162) ¥ p-value
Psychiatric Yes 82(100.0 ?(98.8) 161 594 1031 0310
consultation, N (%) No 0( 0.0 ( 3) 1(0.6)
Progress, N (%) Discharge against advice 54 ( 65.9) 52 (65.0) 106 (65.4)
Psychiatric admission 9(11.0 4(17.5) 23 (14.2)
e o 1.858 0.395
Non-psychiatric admission 19 ( 23.2) 4(17.5) 23 (20.4)
Expire 0( 00 0( 0.0 0(0.0
Follow up after Yes 51 ( 62.2) 31(38.8) 2 (50.6) 8.905 0.003
discharge, N (%) No 31(37.8) 49 (61.3) 0 (49.4) ) )
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