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Consent for Emergency Patients; How
Far Must We Go?

Soo Young Yun, M.D.", Jong Woo Park, M.D., Young
Soon:Cho, M.D., Jun Seok Park, M.D., Hahn Shick
Lee, M.D., Kwang Hyun Cho, M.D.

Purpose: The number of medical malpractice suits on vio-
lation of informed consent is on the rise. While the medical
community can encourage its members on informing their
patients, the legal community has a considerable amount of
studies on the subject. However, there has not been any
systematic debate on the subject for-emergency medical
situations. The exemption of informed consent in emer-
gency medical situations seems to be the common notion.
Nevertheless, the recently enacted Emergency Medical
Services Law mandates the provision of informed consent
in emergency medical situations by the emergency medical
personnel. Therefore, a systematic research focusing on
the informed consent in emergency medical service was
necessary.

Method: This was a qualitative study by survey. The results
of the opinions of emergency physicians surveyed was
compared to previous studies by the legal community on
informed consent.

Results: The legal community view informed consent as a
legal duty. But the emergency physicians view it as a part of
much professionalized medical act, so the professional
ethics should guide the acquisition of informed consent.
The legal community and the judicial precedents exempted
informed consent in an emergency. But the emergency
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physicians see informed consent in emergency medical
service equal fo that of any other medical situation, only that
it can be delayed. The emergency physicians have to pro-
vide an explanation for each step of the process, but the
method varies and the unified form of informed consent
provided by the law is not suitable. Informed consent should
be acquired even in an emergency like cardiopulmonary
resuscitation (CPR), but it can be delayed until the end.
Professional ethics should guide the initiation of CPR, but
the termination of CPR should be under the informed con-
sent. Non-urgent patients should be informed even in an
overcrowded emergency room. The duty is not released or
relieved solely on the reason that it is the emergency room.
Conclusion: There is a difference in opinion between the
legal and the medical community, but for the benefit of the
emergency patients a compromise should reached.

Key Words: Informed consent, Emergency treatment,
Emergency medical service
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Tabel 1. General characteristics of repondents
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Characteristics No. (%)
Age 30~39 40 (60%)
40~49 23 (34%)
50~59 4 (6%)
Sex Male 61 (91%)
Female 6 (9%)
Emergency medicine residency trained Yes 54 (81%)
No 13 (19%)
Type of hospital University hospital 47 (70%)
Teaching hospital 11 (16%)
General hospital 8 (12%)

Others

1 (1%)
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Ao Ao did 3P 6% EF AR

AFHEA 50 (T5%) AP &4 72, T4 ¥
A o7, 13 TAME AFE d4dda gk 93
(14%)& E34 434S Zeda gadd. $39 84
Ao Ao Rl tiaire ke 63H(94%)°] e
b ddz g whHe 38 (5%)S glvkn, 19 43
uet t2vn gt SE Rl Ay dwe] B
g o] f-E vl S 279 (40%) ] AEstgtH(Table 2).

A SFYEAA AMgsle A9 HEe BAME e
Aol 7 FAT a8A Edn AW & $HEol 263
(39%) 2.2 7% ¥kt (Table 3).
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Table 2. The reasons why there is lack of explanation in the emergency department (Why doctors do not explain enough in

the emergency department?)

Answer Number (%)
Too busy 27 (40)
Lack of culturing as doctors 14 (21)
Postpone until more definite diagnosis is available 13 (19)
Lack of specialized personnel to explain responsibly 10 (15)
Patients are unable to understand despite of explanation 1CDhH
No one asked for explanation 0(0)
No legal obligation 0C0
Others 2(3)
Total 67 (100)

Table 3. The methods of consent used in the emergency department (What method do you use to explain to your patients?)

Current method Number (%)
None 26 (39)
Prescribed form or hand written signed document 23 (34)
Verbal 11 (16)
Tape recording 0(0)
Others 71
Total 67 (100)
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$Fo2 AYd #FFYW ¥ s (Percutanueous
Transluminal Coronary Angioplasty, PTCA)°] 28
st B3t gle A3dAe A 52 o83 84
BEzt 2%o FoE weth & 439 (64%)°], TR A
Agsln ety & 219 (31%)°] A9sidtt. 7lE
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A= AUHTable 4).
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< Holg WAME GA] 4 IS 639 (94%)°

Adstel 744 Bkm, o WEER &7 SACA x3
& e FAR MR Fekeh. e Aol 8
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L5 A Ale] Bkl it &z, UHA 59
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of & Wgo2A dFE Alee & FHF(GTH),
A&el PA(554), A8 & A% ¢ & A9 dF
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2kl o) &(149), A& XNE A (74), 28 AEA}
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W g 678 TR/ ZHER Sxbe] dAdE] g
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oA SFgE Al A Aty DAl A 23

Table 4., The decision when it is impossible to get consent either from the patients or from a responsible party (What do you
do when it is impossible to explain either to the patient or to the family?)

Decision type Number (%)
Consult to other physicians 29 (43)
Treat according to your belief 28 (42)
Wait until consent is received 8 (12)
Others 2(3)
Total 67 (100)
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