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Abstract

Comparison between phonemic and syllabic fluency
according to education level and intervals of 15 seconds

SeongGeon Park

The Graduate Program in Speech and Language Pathology,

Yonsei University

(Directed by Professor HyangHee Kim)

A phonemic fluency task since it required to wuse letters,
phonological awareness and literacy abilities are required. Recently, a
syllabic fluency task targeting the illiterate elderly i1s being
suggested. This study aims to find out the characteristics of the
syllabic fluency task by comparing the performances in both the
phonemic and syllabic fluency tasks according to the education level
of the participants.

Participants of this study included 100 normal elderly individuals
between the ages of 65 and 80. Participants were first divided into 4
groups by education level, and then performances in both the
phonemic and syllabic fluency tasks were compared. In order to

investigate more detailed information other than the word retrieval

_41_



information, the ratio of words produced in 15-s phases within one
minute were being analysed.

The results indicate that performance in both the phonemic and
syllabic fluency tasks increase with the education levels of the
participants. While the uneducated participants show Dbetter
performance in the syllabic fluency task, the rest of the groups
show a worse performance in the syllabic fluency task. The ratio of
word production in the first 0~15s phases was higher in the
syllabic fluency task than that of the phonemic fluency task. Yet,
the results in the 45~60s phases was a direct opposite. To conclude,
since more phonological information 1s presented in the syllabic
fluency task, the performance in the syllabic fluency task is better
than that of the phonemic fluency task. However, as the lexical
repertoire was limited due to the fixation of the first syllable, the
performance in the syllabic fluency task was generally lower than
that of the phonemic fluency task. This study is noteworthy because
it 1s the first attempt to investigate the performance in the syllabic
fluency task according to the education level of the participants and

the time phases.

Key Word : syllabic fluency task, education level, uneducated, phase
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