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<Table 1> Characteristics of Study participants

(N =134)

Characters Categories N % M+SD
Age 14.47+.73
Grade 2nd Grade 74 55.2

3rd Grage 60 448
Sex Male 32 239

Female 102 76.1
Siblings Homosexual 50 37.3

Heterosexual 73 54.5

Only child 11 8.2
Family mood Conaservative 25 18.7

Average 68 50.7

Opened 41 30.6
Initiation of 134 12.04+1.80
mesturateion /
Nocturnal emission
Dating Having a relationship 14 10.4

Have been 69 51.5

a relationship

Not Have been 51 38.1
Frequency of Not before 47 35.1
Pornography less than 1~2/6m 49 36.6

More than 1~2/m 38 28.3
Major consultant Parents 29 20.9
about sex Teachers 14 10.4

Friends 92 68.7
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<Table 3> Mean and SD of Peer communication about sex, Sexual attitude of participants (Continued)

(N =143)

Peer communication about sex

Sexual attitude

Characters Categories N
M=SD F/t(p) M+SD F/t(p)
Sex Male 32 3.04+.57 .563(.575) 3.79+9.41 -.691(.491)
Female 102 2.97+.59 3.84+.34
Grade 2nd Grade 74 2.94+ 59 .807(.37) 3.77+.36 5.74(<.05)
3rd Grade 60 3.03+.59 3.91+.33
siblings Homosexual 50 2.91+.66 .926(.399) 3.79+.34 1.01(.368)
Heterosexual 73 3.01+.53 3.84+.37
Only child 11 3.16+.62 3.96+.39
Family mood Conservative 25 3.23+.58 2.75(.068) 3.87+.31 1.15(.320)
Average 68 2.94+.59 3.78+.34
Opened 41 2.91+.56 3.831.36
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<Table 3> Mean and SD of Peer

communication about sex, Sexual attitude of participants

(N =134 )

Peer communication about sex

Sexual attitude

Characters Categories N
M+SD F/t(p) M+SD F/t(p)

Initiation of Age of 10-12 61 3.04+.63 57(.57) 3.86+.36 34(.71)
mensturation /

Age of 13~16 59 2.93+.57 3.80+.36
nocturnal
emission Nor before 14 29543 3.84+.34
Dating Having a relationship 14 3.00+.57 .94(.39) 3.82+.28 .84(.43)

Have been 69 3.05+.57 3.80+.38

Not before 51 2.90=.61 3.88+.35
Frequency of Not before &

96 2.91+.57 5.62(<.05) 3.84+.35 14(.71)

Pornography Less than 1-2/6m

More than 1-2/m 38 3.17+.59 3.81+.39
Major

Protector 42 2.81£.67 5.90(<.05) 3.84+.35 .05(.825)
consultant
about sex Friends 92 3.07+.53 3.831.36
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<Table 4> Correlation of Peer communication

about sex, Sexual attitude of participants

(N =134 )

Physical and

Understanding of

Sexual clture and

Sexual attitude Psycological ] ] )
Human relationship Sexual Ethics
development
Peer communication .003 130 -.140 .014
about sex (p=.969) (p=.134) (p=.106) (p=.876)
. . 106 224 -.092 106
Comfort dimension
(p=.222) (p<.01) (p=-292) (p=.221)
. . -.032 .084 -122 -.042
Value dimension
(p=.712) (p=.337) (p=.160) (p=.632)
Information -.097 -.001 -.161 -.061
dimension (p=.262) (p=-994) (p=-063) (p=483)
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Abstract

The Correlation between Peer Communication
about sex and Sexual Attitudes in Middle
School Students

Kim, Su Jeong
Department of Nursing
The Graduate School

Yonsei University

This descriptive correlation study was conducted to provide basic data for
development of a sex-related nursing intervention by analyzing the level of
peer sexual communication and the correlation between peer communication
about sex and sexual attitudes in middle school students.

The data were collected from middle school students in Seoul from October
7th to November 24th 2015. Self-administered questionnaires were distributed to
a total of 134 middle school students. As research tools, 4 questions about
general characteristics and 5 questions about sexual characteristics were used.
For measuring peer communication about sex, the parent-child sexual
communication scale of Clay(1995), which was adapted by Ha, Sang-heui et
al.(2006) and revised by Kim, Yeon-seok(2007), was used and for measuring
sexual attitudes, the scale of Yang, Soon-ok and Kim, Sin-jeong(2004) that was

revised by No, Mi-young(2007), was used.
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For processing the collected data, descriptive statistics, independent t-test,
ANOVA and Pearson’s correlation analysis were carried out using the SPSS

Win 21.0 program. The study findings are as follows.

(1) The average age of the students was 14.47 years old, 55.2% of them
were in the second grade, 76.1% of them were female students, 54.5% of them
had siblings and 50.7% of them responded that their family climate was
normal. The students started menstruation or nocturnal emissions at the age of
12.04, 51.5% of them had experience in teen-dating, 36.6% of them replied that
they watched pornography once or twice for six months, 68.7% of them said
that they had sexual counseling with friends and 69% of them said that they

had sexual counseling with parents, from time to time.

(2) The total average score of peer communication about sex in middle
school students was 2.98(+0.59) out of 5 points. Among the sub-domains of
peer communication about sex, comfortable domain(31..+0.81) got the highest
score and it was followed by value domain(2.96+0.56) and informational
domain(2.89+0.64). The total average score of sexual attitudes in middle school
students was 3.83(+0.36) point. Among the sub-domains of sexual attitudes,
sexual culture and sexual ethics(4.03+0.52) got the highest score and it was
followed by understanding of human relationships(3.86+0.45) and physical and

mental development(3.65+0.47).

(3) There was a difference in peer communication about sex between the
students, who watched pornography once or twice a month and those that
didn’t watch, or watched it once or twice for six months(t=5.62, p<0.05), and a
significant difference between the students, who had sexual counseling with

friends and those that had sexual counseling with parents(t=5.90, p<0.05). This
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means there was a more open peer communication about sex when the
students watched pornography a lot and had sexual counseling with friends.
The students in the third grade showed significant differences in sexual
attitudes(t=5.74, p<0.05), compared to those in the second grade and this

implies that sexual attitudes became positive in the upper grade.

(4) There was no correlation between peer communication about sex and
sexual attitudes in middle school students. Among the sub-domains of peer
communication about sex, comfortable domain had a significantly positive
correlation with physical and mental development of sexual attitudes(r=.224,
p<0.01). This means sexual attitudes towards physical and mental development

were positive when there was a comfortable peer communication about sex.

These findings show there is a correlation between peer communication
about sex and sexual attitudes in Korea middle school students and sexual
attitudes towards physical and mental development are positive when there is
a comfortable peer communication about sex.

In conclusion, there is a need to develop a sexual education program to
improve sexual attitudes towards physical and mental development and to
promote a comfortable peer communication about sex. Moreover, it is required
to provide a sexual education program as a nurse and to change the
recognition, which is a barrier to a comfortable peer communication about sex

in adolescents.

Key Words : Middle School Student, Peer communication about sex, Sexual Attitude
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