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Abstract

Comparative study of cohesive devices in written and spoken

language of the normal elderly

Jung Won Lee

Graduate Program in Speech and Language Pathology,

Yonseir University

(Directed by Professor Hyang Hee Kim)

Normal elderly group ambiguously use cohesive devices which play
important roles in conveying clear communications. Therefore, the
study on use of cohesive devices will be useful to find a method
of increasing the quality of communications of elderly group. This
study examined how differently the normal elderly make use of
cohesive devices in each of written language and spoken language.

Target normal elderly group of 30 people were asked to write and
speak Heungbu Nolbu story. Thereafter, utilization and accuracy
rate of cohesive devices in written and spoken languages were
categorized by type of lexical cohesion, ellipsis, substitution
and conjunction devices, and later compared.

The results of comparison between written and spoken languages
suggest that the utilization rate of referential cohesion devices,
especially lexical cohesion devices of written language was higher
than that of spoken language. It 1s because written language when

compared to spoken language 1s non-personal, but rather
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independent and non-real time in terms of interactions. Therefore,
1t 1s required to use more specific vocabulary to avoid potential
ambiguity when writing and thus more time for selecting correct
vocabulary are allowed. In addition, the results of comparison
between different types of cohesive devices show that lexical
cohesive devices had relatively higher accuracy than ellipsis
cohesive devices.

In other words, when elderly group use spoken language, they use
more specific vocabulary to make cohesion and this helps to clear
meanings to convey. In addition, as problems of cohesive devices
known to be appearing in elderly group were found less in written
language, we can find a possibility of increasing communication

skills of elderly group through written language.

Key words: Normal elderly, cohesive devices, written language,

spoken language, discourse
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