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=Abstract=

A Case of Palisaded Encapsulated Neuroma of the Lower Lip

Young-Hun Cho, M.D., Ju Hee Lee, M.D., Dongsik Bang, M.D,, You Chan Kim, M.D.*

Department of Dermatology, Yonsei University College of Medicine, Seoul,
Department of Dermatology, Dankook University College of Medicine*, Cheonan, Korea

Palisaded encapsulated neuroma(PEN) is a rare intraneural neuroma. It usually occurs as a solitary,
asymptomatic, skin-colored papule, and commonly affects the butterfly area of the face of
middle-aged adults, However, it rarely involves oral mucosa including lip and should be differentiated
from mucosal neuromas which generally occur as multiple small nodules of the lips and the anterior
part of the tongue. We report a case of PEN occurring on the lower lip in a 33-year-old male.
Histopathologically, it appeared as a well-circumscribed, encapsulated round nodule in the dermis.
The nodule was composed of well-developed fascicles of wavy spindle cells separated by a loose
matrix. Nuclear palisades were ill defined. On immunohistochemical staining, most tumor cells of the
nodule were positive for S-100 protein and about 30% of tumor cells were positive for neural
filament, but the capsule was negative for them, Epithelial membrane antigen was focally and

discontinuously reactive on the capsule of the nodule.
(Korean J Dermatol 2002;40(12) : 1552~1556)
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Fig. 1. A 5x5mm sized dome-shaped skin-colored papule
on the lower lip

Fig. 2. A well-circumscribed, round tumor nodule in the
dermis. The nodule was composed of broad intertacing fasci-
cles that were closely spaced in a clear matrix(H&E stain,
X 40).
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Fig. 3. The tumor cells had indistinct cytoplasmic borders
and oval or wavy, basophilic nuclei that showing a tendency
toward nuclear palisading(H&E < 200).

Fig. 4. The tumor cells were positive for S-100 protein,
while the capsule of the nodule was negative(S-100 protein,
% 200).
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Fig. 5. Neural filament-positive axons are seen in both
longitudinal and cross sections (Neural filament, x400).
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Fig. 6. The capsule of the nodule was focaily and discon-
tinuously positive for epithelial membrane antigen(EMA),
while the tumor cells were negative(EMA, x400).
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