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Abstract }

Can two peoples get along?

: the prospects of unification of the psychology
of South and North Koreans

Woo Taek Jeon*

Despite possessing a common history, language, culture and set
of customs, the prolonged separation and ideological division of the
Korean peninsula has gradually produced two distinctly different
South and North Korean peoples with different ways of thinking
and discrete behavior patterns. Therefore, elucidating the differences
and the ways to overcome those differences is main prerequisite
for Korean unification. In comparison with South Koreans, North
Koreans are characterized as follows; 1) they are passive in their
behavior. 2) they have a stronger feeling of solidarity with others
who share resources evenly in their society, which causes no tension
or competition; 3) They accept it as ordinary that one can speak
out differently from their genuine mind due to political reasons; 4)
they usually think that the major reason for success is not their
own ability, but rather other factors such as their family origin;
and 5) their leadership class, in particular, have highly goal-
oriented minds. On the other hand, South Koreans are characterized

* Department of Psychiatry, College of Medicine, Yonsei University, Seoul, Korea.
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as follows; 1) they have a strong tendency to evaluate people’s
value and ability simply based upon their material worth; and 2)
they lack reasonable sense of community. Therefore, when unifi-
cation comes about, North Koreans are expected to have a number
of difficulties; 1) severe anxiety, as freedom is not seen as a
liberty, but a set of anxiety;, 2) a great psychological burden, the
level and intensity of which South Koreans cannot easily under-
stand. 3) confusion of sense of value and authority. 4) a feeling of
inferiority due to their relative poverty; and 5) confusion stemming
from their misunderstanding of the concept of money. In order to
overcome these differences and difficulties, several approaches are
suggested in preparation for a successful reunification; 1) South
and North Koreans need to redouble efforts to raise their common
Korean national pride in spite of their ideclogical differences, as
this common national pride will be main power to help overcome
the difficulties of unification; 2) South and North Koreans need to
create opportunities to meet together and share their emotional
solidarity in as many as possible. 3) South Korea, in particular,
needs to develop a more sound and reasonable capitalist system
and the South Korean people need to lead a plain life which
decreases the painful feeling of economic inferiority of the North
Koreans after unification; 4) generation of South Koreans must be
encouraged to carry out their unique role in the unification move-
ment; and 5) unification requires the Korean people adopt a new a
new value system of sharing and mutual respect.



