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<Abstract>

A Survey about Nurses' Knowledge and Attitudes

of Cancer Pain Management

Mi Suk, Nam

Department of Nursing Education
The Graudate School of Education
Yonsei University

(Directed by Professor Cho Ja Kim)

Cancer is an important health problem throughout the world. Serious pains arise in
the process of this disease, and most cancer patients experience chronic pain. Though
the pain arising by cancer is effectively cured and managed with proper principles and
programs, 40-50% out of all cancer patients have not taken sufficient treatment to be
cured.

On this, this study examined clinical nurses’ knowledge and attitudes toward cancer
patients’ pain management, and suggested basic materials for cancer patients’ cancer
pain management.

This study is a descriptive survey design and was carried out from May the 1st to
May the 10th, 2003. study subjects were 273clinical nurses who work at Y university
hospital in Seoul.

Study tool used was the measurement tool(Cronbach's o = .82) originally

developed by Watt Watson(1992), which was modified into a questionnaire paper by
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Hyunju(1999) with advices of an academic adviser and medical specialists in the
anesthesia department fro cancer patients’ pain management.

Collected data were analyzed with SPSS 10.0 Windows.

Study results are as follows;

1. The average rate of correct response to questions asking the whole knowledge of
cancer patients’ pain management was 68.63%, the rate of correct response to
questions asking general knowledge of pain was 77.95%, the rate of correct
response to questions about knowledge related with cancer patients’ cancer pain
was 89.60%, the rate of correct response to questions about anodyne was 70.50%,
the rate of correct response to questions about pain scale was 43.57%, the rate of

correct response to questions asking intervention in pain was 64.41%.

2. The most affirmative attitude(98.5%) was shown in the question, “is it necessary
to observe side-effects(constipation, nausea, vomiting) of cancer patients who
take narcotic anodyne?’ A negative attitude(66.3%) was shown to the questions,

‘do you hesitate to prescribe narcotic anodyne to cancer patients in usual?’.

3. Factors influencing knowledge about cancer patients’ pain management are as
follows; in the area of general knowledge, statistically significant differences
were found in age, working years in total, working department, working years
for cancer patients, education of nursing cancer patients, religion, marital status,
and education of pain(P<.05). In the area of knowledge about cancer patients’

cancer pain, statistically significant differences were found in age, working years
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in total, working years in the present department, working department, working
years for cancer patients, education of nursing cancer patients, marital status, and
education of pain(p<.05). In the area of knowledge about anodyne, statistically
significant differences were found in age, working years in total, working years
in the present department, working department, working years for cancer
patients, education of nursing cancer patients, academic level, marital status, and
education of pain(p<.05). In the area of knowledge about pain scale, statistically
significant differences were found in working department, working years for
cancer patients, educational level, and education of pain, and in the area of
knowledge about intervention in pain, statistically significant differences were

found in age, academic level, and education of pain(p<.05).

The above study results told that nurses’ knowledge about cancer patients’ pain
management is insufficient in general, particularly, nurses’ knowledge about pain-
measurement tool and intervention methods is insufficient. Consequently, educational
programs about cancer patients’ cancer pain management should be developed.
Moreover, education of cancer pain management is required, programs of cancer pain

management should be developed continually, in the future.
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