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ABSTRACT

The Comparison of unintentional Injuries between civilian
men and soldiers in Korea

Jeon, Byung-chan
Dept. of Public Health
The Graduate School

Yousei University

(Directed by Professor Seung Hum Yu, M.D., Th D)

Historically, non-combat injuries have had a significant impact on military
missions{John W. Sanders et al, 2005). Therefore, this study attempts to analyze
the incidence rate and risk factors of unintentional injuries for army soldiers in
Korea. To assess this, we compared army soldiers with civilian men in Korea.

To reveal the incidence rate and risk factors associated with the civilian
men unintentional injuries, we use the data from the Korea National Health
and Nutrition Examination survey in 2005. To compare army soldiers with
civilian men, we conducted survey in military area. The army survey has same
items from the Korea National Health and Nutrition Examination survey.

The study population of civilian men is 982, among which 75 had
experience of unintentional injuries. Population of army soldiers is 922, among
which 90 had experience of unintentional injuries. To analyze the incidence rate
ratio and odds ratio among army soldiers and civilian men, we conducted
multiple poisson regression and multiple logistic regression (SAS version 9.2).
Factors of civilian men included in the study were the job, household income,
self-reported health status and exercise days in a week. Factors of army

soldiers were rank, type of troop, self-reported health status and exercise days
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in a week.

The results are as follows.

First, the incidence rate of civilian men were 78/1,000 person-year, army
soldiers were 98/1,000 person-year. Incidence rate ratio for unintentional
injuries was notable for higher risk in army soldiers than in civilian

men(incidence rate ratio [IRR]=2.0; P<.05).

Second, risk of unintentional injuries in civilian men was related to the
job, self-reported health status. Risk in army soldiers was related to the rank,

type of troop, self-reported health status and exercise days in a week.

It is significant that this is the first study to examine the incidence rate,
incidence rate ratio and risk factors of unintentional injuries among civilian

men and army soldiers in Korea.

Key words : army soldiers, unintentioanl injuries, incidence rate
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