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= ABSTRACT =

A Study on Attitude to Withdrawal Life—-sustaining Treatment by

Workers of a Company

Bobae Kim
Department of Public Health Medical LLaw and Ethics

Graduate School of Public Health Yonser University

(Directed by Professor Myongsei Shon M.D, PhD)

The purpose of this study was to explore the attitude of People
to withdrawal life-sustaining treatment.

The convenient sample for this study consisted of 112 people at
a Korean Railroad Technical Corporation. The data were collected
from Apr. 2. 2009 to Apr. 13. 2002. Testify the data on the
variation of demography and the attitude of withdrawal
life-sustaining treatment by using SPSS 12.0 package.

The results of this study are as follow :

The mean score for withdrawal life-sustaining treatment was 3.64
of five-point likert scales. The attitude of people toward withdrawal
life-sustaining treatment approached a positive direction. Cronbach's

coefficient alpha for the 8 items was .580.

,89,



There was stastically significant difference in attitude for
Boramae Hospital case according to Severance Hospital case and
Stephen  Kim  Sou-hwan(death of dignity) case.(P=.000) 94
people(83.9%) wanted to withdraw life-sustaining treatment of
Severance Hospital case and Stephen Kim Sou-hwan case. 73
people(65.2%) wanted to continue life-sustaining treatment of
Boramae Hospital case. With regard to self determination and ability
to cure of the patient, decision was considered.

81 people(72.3%) think that advanced directive is needed. Family
autonomy was very strong(93.8%). 82 people think that hospital
ethics  committee. 91 people(81.3%) think that withdrawal
life-sustaining treatment should be legislated.

In conclusion, people respect the right of self-decision making of
patients, recognizing the requirement for writing a advanced
directive, organizing hospital ethics committee, and legal device for
the suspension of life expending therapy.

We urgently must prepare the guideline of national level and the
legal device about withdrawal life-sustaining treatment to solve a

discord situation substantially.

Key word : Withdrawal life-sustaining treatment, Attitude, Natural

death act
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