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<Abstract>
FA AZE A F Y e F AXE FE
Experience of Postoperative Sexual Life in Patients

Their Wives following Rectal Cancer Resection

Kim, SoHee
Department of Oncological Care
Graduate School of Nursing

Yonsei University

(Directed by Professor Sunbok Chang, PhD)

This study was conducted to identify the meaning and the nature of
experiences of postoperative sexual life in patients with rectal cancer
resection and their wives.

The participants in this study were 5 patients with rectal cancer and
their wives. The data were collected from April 10 to July 7, 2008. Data
collection was done using in—depth interviews and the collected data
were analyzed using content analysis. From the data of the patients with
rectal cancer, 57 meaningful statements were constructed and 26 themes,
12 theme clusters, and 9 systematized categories emerged. The collected
data from the wives contained 47 meaningful statements from which 17
themes and 12 theme clusters, and 9 systematized categories emerged.

The results of this study are as follows.
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Experience of postoperative sexual life in patients with rectal cancer
resection: 9 categories

Priorities of life, hopelessness, threat to physical health, acceptance of
change, prospect of recovery, getting close a relationship, control of
sexual desire according to their wife, lack of communication, fulfillment of

sexual desire

Experience of postoperative sexual life in wives of patients with rectal
cancer resection: 9 categories

Acceptance of change, a feeling of relief, priorities of life, threat to
physical health, getting <close a relationship, coolness, lack of

communication, anger

In the findings of this study a comparison of the experiences of the
men and their wives, showed that there were 5 categories of common
experience in sexual life; priorities of life, threat to physical health,
acceptance of change, getting a close relationship, lack of communication.

In conclusion, it is necessary to take care not only of the patients
but also of their wives for positive adjustments in their sexual life after

treatment for rectal cancer.
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