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Abstract

An Alternative Method of Test Administration

of the Korean version-Boston Naming Test

Ji Won Bang

Graduate Program in Speech and Language Pathology,
Yonsei University

(Directed by Professor HyangHee Kim)

Korean version-Boston Naming Test (hereafter, K-BNT) is one of
the most widely used confrontation naming tests. Since word-finding
difficulty is a frequent complaint among elderly patients, assessment of
naming skills is an important part of the language test battery.
However, the test is time—consuming and thus is difficult to administer.

The purpose of this study was to suggest an alternate method that is
more efficient, by comparing three different administration methods
with the current administration method of 60-item K-BNT (hereafter,
K-BNTeso). The three methods were as follows: 1) applying a
discontinuation rule of baseline upon 8 consecutive successes and a
discontinuation rule of ceiling upon 6 consecutive failures (hereafter,
K-BNTys-c6); 2) applying a discontinuation rule of baseline upon 8

consecutive successes and a discontinuation rule of ceiling upon 6
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consecutive failures out of 8 test items (hereafter, K-BNThs-c6/8); and
3) applying a discontinuation rule of baseline upon 3 consecutive
successes and a discontinuation rule of ceiling upon 3 consecutive
failures (hereafter, K-BNT}3-c3).

The subjects were 30 normal controls and 30 aphasic patients both
groups over the age of 55 and K-BNT was administered to each
subject. Each test score of the three different methods was compared
with the 60-item test score. The administration method with the least
score difference from K-BNTgy was K-BNTps-c6. Although the number
of test items required to administer was the least in K-BNTps-c3 the
method was disregarded because it generated the largest score
difference from K-BNTgy. Therefore, K-BNTps-c6 was found to be the
most efficient administration method among the three methods.

This research introduced an alternative method of efficient test
administration. We can apply this method in research as well as in
clinical settings. A further study is recommended to explore the

test—starting point of test administration.

Key word: Korean version—-Boston Naming Test, test administration,

item number, baseline, ceiling
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