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ABSTRACT

An Analysis of factors for gastric cancer screening

Jaeyoung Park
Department of Public Health

The Graduate School, Yonsei Universiry

Background: There are 10 million cancer patients worldwide, and it is estimated
that there will be 15 million cancer patients in 2020. There are approximately
100 thousand cancer patients yearly in Korea and about 60 thousand patients die
of cancer. The WTO recommends the implementation of a National Cancer
Screening Program to enhance the quality of life of cancer patients and their
families as an efficient national resource. The Korean government also has been
promoting a 10-year plan for cancer control as a national effort since 1996. The
cancer-screening rate for five major cancers was 47.5% and the gastric cancer
screening rate was 45.6% in 2007; these rates that are lower than that of other

developed countries.

Object: To examine how socio-demographic factors affect the gastric cancer

screening rate determined by the Anderson model.

Methods: We used factors for the screening of five major cancers that have been
implemented by the National Cancer Program. We targeted 226 people who
resided in urban areas and rural areas for 2 weeks from 16 August 2005. We
examined characteristics of predisposition , enabling and need factors, and the
relationship with the intention for cancer screening by the use of bivariate

analysis and multivariate analysis.
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Results: According to bivariate analysis, among subjects with an intention for
cancer screening, 95% of the subjects had a good self-conscious health status,
and 61.6% of the subjects exercised regularly; these findings were significant
statistically. According to multivariate analysis, the odds ratio of subjects with a
good self-conscious health status was 3.72, and the odds ratio of subjects who

exercised regularly was 1.90.

Conclusions: It was determined that a healthy subject had a higher intention to
participate in gastric cancer screening. Therefore, we need to provide education to
subjects in poorer health so that they will also participate in cancer screening.. Active
promotion and health education should be performed to elevate knowledge about the

prevention of gastric cancer.
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