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Abstract

A study on the reporting trend in the daily media
before or after Hwang Woo-suk Scandal

: focusing on Chosun Daily, Joongang Daily, and Hankyoreh

The Hwang Woo-suk issue began when Gerald P. Schatten of the
University of Pittsburg declared on November 13, 2005 that he was
severing his ties with Dr. Hwang Woo-suk, whom he had been
addressing as "Brother" and had maintained a close collaborative
relationship.

The reason for this sudden change of heart, at least superficially, was
Dr. Hwang’s unethical conduct such as illegal acquisition of egg cells
used in the study. After the complications and intriguing twists and
turns of events, the case was closed, at least officially, on May 23, 2006
when the prosecutor announced the investigation results of the
months-long investigation on the alleged fabrication of the stem cell
research.

However, in reality, we can say, the Hwang Woo-suk issue has not
reached its closure yet. Actually, it might just become one of those
‘never ending stories’ with no viable conclusion on the horizon.

This is especially true as the press has learned no lessons from this

issue or the role they had played in turning the Hwang Woo-suk issue
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into the giant circus it became. The fact of the matter is that the press
had been an utter failure in keeping a close eye on the authority and
society.

It had simply resorted to faithfully repeating the claims of Hwang
and the government with no screening or verification process.

Considering that the current reporting practices of the press shows no
difference from what we witnessed back then, the chance of seeing a
clear resolution of the Hwang incident seems very slim at the moment.

The Hwang issue was actually a debacle on the part of the press, a
raw revelation of its chronic and deep-seated invalidism. The press
could never be free from blame for what happened as it was neither
accurate, objective, nor fair in covering the Hwang issue.

The present study attempts an empirical analysis of how the press
has changed in its reporting practices since the Hwang Woo-suk candal.

This study is meaningful in the sense that it is the first quantitatively
to track the changes in media and press practices after the Hwang
Woo-suk scandal. To achieve its objective, the three major dailies,
namely, Chosun Daily, JoongAng Daily, and Hankyoreh, were selected
to represent the conservative, middle-line, and progressive camps,
respectively.

The three daily newspapers were analyzed over two one-year periods,
spanning from January to December 2005 and from January to

December 2006.
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Their articles covering scientific research studies and its related events
on their health sections were analyzed according to the following four
criteria: whether the articles were based on scientific research papers,
whether the limitations of the studies were pointed out, whether the
claimed results were cross checked by other experts in the relevant
field, and whether the source of the research fund was disclosed in a
transparent manner.

According to the analysis, the three newspapers had run a total of
156 articles covering scientific research and studies in 2005, the year
prior to the Hwang Woo-suk issue, and a total of 155 articles in 2006.

Of those articles, only 57 (36.54%) and 57 (36.77%) articles were based
on scientific research papers in 2005 and 2006, respectively. The number
of articles that pointed out the limitations of the researches was 7 in
2005 and 10 in 2006. Only 17 articles in 2005 and 22 articles in 2006
had their contents cross checked by experts.

In 2005, none of the articles managed to disclose the source of funds
used by the researchers, and the figure improved only minimally in
2006 to 3.

Based on these findings, the four hypotheses (after the Hwang
Woo-suk issue, more newspaper articles will be based on scientific
research papers, point out the limitations of the respective research
studies, undergo a cross checking process involving experts, and

disclose the source of the research funds in a transparent manner) were
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subjected to Chi-Square Test validation using the SAS program.

According to the results, there were no statistical significant difference
among the four hypotheses and they were all rejected.

Therefore, it can be concluded that the press has learned no lessons
whatsoever from the Hwang Woo-suk issue and that the reporting
practices for scientific articles remains unchanged even after the issue.

Inappropriate conduct or issues can occur in any organization. What
matters is that corrective actions are taken to rectify the misdeeds and
improvement efforts are made. The press has tremendous power in
information dissemination, and thus, the greater the side effects of any
erroneous reporting.

This is the very reason journalists and reporters should take to heart
the fact that articles on unverified claims for health and medicine can
harm rather than benefit the wellbeing of the general public. Thus, clear
reporting principles must be established to prevent such articles from
being released in the first place.

A sober self-reflection of all those working in the journalism circle,
including reporters and editors, is ever more called for so as to stop

any more precarious walks down the same erroneous path again.

Key words : Hwang Woo-suk, daily newspapers, reporting trend
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