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Abstract

A Study on the Relationship between
Drug-related Knowledge and Sick Role
Behavior of Patients under
Anticoagulant Therapy

Jang, So-Ra
Department of Nursing
Graduate School of
Education

Yonsei University

Inasmuch as such an anticoagulant as coumadine or
warfar that is frequently used for clinical purposes, is
seriously affected, particularly in terms of its efficiency,
by other medicinal substances, foods or drinks, those
who are administered with it can only obtain better
therapeutical effects and are able to play better sick
role behavior when they are equipped with its drug-
related knowledge. With this in view, this study was
prosecuted out of the motivation to elucidate the
relationships between the drug-related knowledge and
sick role behavior of those patients under anticoagulant
therapy and then to provide fundamental data needed
for the management of those patients.

Subjects of this study were sampled out from
outpatients over twenty years of age who had been
under anticoagulant therapy for over six months at
one of the third general hospital heart internal
medicines or cardio-surgeries with a full understanding
of the objective of this study as well as with the
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willingness to take part in the prosecution of this
study. Among them 150 patients who had received
education of the anticoagulant were taken as subjects
of this study.

The tool of this study utilized a structured
questionnaire program. The tool to measure drug-
related knowledge had recourse to a thirteen-item
measurement scale developed by the writer of this
study to see how much drug-related knowledge the
subjects had. The tools to measure sick role behaviour
of patients employed the patient role behaviour scale
(1996) developed by Kim Young-ok, the self-care
measurement scale (1992) created by Ku Mi-ok, and
an adapted, corrected, and complemented version of
the seventeen-—item patient sick role behaviour
measurement scale devised by Choi Jeong-sim. The
duration of data collection ranged from October 1.
2006 to the 30th of the same month. And data
collection was carried out by directly interviewing with
outpatients by the writer of this study and her
research aides.

Data analysis included in 1itself the calculation of
frequency and percentage on each of general
characteristics and drug-related knowledge and sick
role behaviour of patients, computed their mean scores
and standard deviations. The determination of the
relationships between the subjects’ drug-related
knowledge and sick role behavior depended upon
t—test analysis of wvariance and ANOVA, while the
relationships between drug-related knowledge and sick
role behavior of patients were analysed with Pearson
moment product coefficients.

Study results were revealed as follows:
/. The number of subjects showed a larger value 1In

women than in men. The duration of medicinal
administration averages approximately ninety months
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and 88.8 percent of them got once hospitalized due to
an adverse reaction of medicine. The number of
subjects who had heard explanation of the
anticoagulant medicine from their physician in charge
occuplies 75.3 percent. Of them 60.2 percent wanted to
receive education of drug-related knowledge, their
method of learning had a preference for the use of
books. On the other hand, the number of subjects who
did not remember their blood coagulation value formed
80 percent.

2. Drug-related knowledge of patients under anticoagulant
therapy showed a high level of knowledge with a mean
score of 8.13 points out of possible 13. When viewed
in terms of different domains, drug-related knowledge
indicated a high level both in the purpose of medicine
administration and in 1its adverse reaction, while it
pointed out a low level both in diet and in combined
administration with medicine.

3. Sick role behaviour of patients under anticoagulant
therapy showed a high value with a mean of 60.64 on
the basis of 68 points. When seen in terms of different
domains, such domains as the management of medicine
administration, health habit, and instructions for medicine
administration indicated a high level of sick role
behaviour, whereas favourite food intake an average
level.

4. As for the relationship between the general
characteristics of patients under anticoagulant therapy
and drug-related knowledge, a higher value was
identified of drug-related
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